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Week Ending Friday, April 24 


1998 


Remarks in a Discussion on 
Microenterprise in the San Miguel 
Neighborhood of Santiago, Chile 
April 16, 1998 


Participant. Mr. President, in your coun- 


try, does microenterprise exist? Is there any 
special legislation for microenterprise > Do 
you have any support programs like we have 
here? 

The President. 
And in the 
ca, people can simply go to established train 


ing programs 


: - a 
First of all, yes, it exists. 


more prosperous areas ot Amer- 


as you have described, and 
then they typically ‘will go to work for some 
if there is a demand there, 
can often—can get credit from a bank 
borrow money 

But in the 


cause, 


one else, o1 they 


and 


poorer areas of America—be- 


keep in mind, there are still some 


parts of our country which are much poorer 
than others, 


mostly in the inner cities of our 


large cities, in some neighborhoods, or in 


some of our rural areas, or with some of oul 
native Indian populations, where people are 
living a long Way from the center of ec onomic 
And the truth is that in some 
there are special programs to give 
but in most places there aren't. 

Now, when Hillary and I were 
| 


home in Arkansas, 


activity plac es 


credits 


living at 
we helped to start a bank 
to lend to small-business people with a spe- 
cial program for microentrepreneurs, for 
very small loans to people who were poor 
but who had good skills, good reputation 
clearly would pay the money back. And then 
when I became President, we worked to pass 
through the Congress a modest program 

as Mrs. within the budget—but a 


modest program to set up institutions like 


Frei said, 


this all across America. 
In addition to that, 
fore 101 


» have, through our 


iid inion are trying to sup 
port people like you all over the world. I 
just—we visited in Africa with some micro- 


entrepreneurs just recently. And every year, 


through our programs, we make about 2 mil- 
lion small loans across the world to people 
like you really are the future 
of all these countries. I mean, if people like 
you—the told, that is the fu- 
And as far as I know, the worst repay- 


you, because 
stories you've 
ture. 
in the world for micro- 
enterprise loans—the worst—is 97 percent. 
Some 


ment rate anywhere 


terrible weather 
proble ms, poor pe ople go broke if they have 


countries that have 


1 bad storm and they can’t pay it back, and 
it drops all the way to 97 percent. Otherwise, 
it’s alw: ys 99, 100 percent; you know, the 
people pay it back. So that’s why 
to hear your stories 

But on the other hand, I agree with Mrs. 
Frei that the most important thing is to first 
the if you have it in 
your head—still many people find a way to 


I wanted 


have training, because 


get into business, to save or to borrow or 


to whatever. 


NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 1:20 
p-m. In his remarks, he referred to Marta Frei, 
wife of President Eduardo Frei of Chile 


rec eived 


This item 
was not in time for publication in the 
appropriate issue. A tape was not available for ver 


ification of the content of these remarks 


Remarks to the Community in 
Casablanca, Chile 

April 17, 1998 

Mr. President, Mrs. Frei, Mr. 


Senora, thank you all for making Hil- 
and me 


Thank you. 
Mayor, : 
lary feel so welcome in this beautiful 
town of yours. I want to say a special word 
of appreciation to all the young people who 
came out, especially those who made the nice 
signs in English. Thank you very much. 

And I think we should give another round 
of applause to Los del Mauco for the cueca 
(national dance]. The music was wonderful. 
Thank you very much. Also the wonderful 
band, Colegio Saleciano, from Valparaiso, 
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let’s give a hand to the band over here. [Ap- 
plause | 

You know, one reason we wanted to come 
here is that the house in the United States 
where the President lives is called Casa Blan- 
ca. And so when I came here today, the 
mayor said to me, “Here you're in my Casa 
Blanca and I am the boss, but when I come 
to visit you, you can be the boss in your Casa 
Blanca.” 

Let me say to all of you, you should be 
very proud of your country and your Presi- 
dent, for beginning tomorrow Chile will host 
and President Frei will preside over the 
Summit of the Americas, a gathering of the 
34 freely elected leaders of our hemisphere. 
And the real reason we are here is because 
we want you to know that we will do our 
best to discuss things and work together on 
things that will make your lives better. 

We believe that the people of Chile, the 
people of the United States, the people of 
all the Americas will share a common future. 
And we want it to be a future with better 
education for all of our children, better 
health care for all of our people, a cleaner 
environment in every nation in the Americas, 
and a stronger, better, freer future in which 
we are all working together. 

The United States is proud to be a partner 
and a friend of Chile, and I have enjoyed 
very much coming here today and seeing all 
of you. In the faces of the children, I see 
the future of the Americas, and I like what 
I see very much. 

Thank you very much. Muchas gracias. 


Note: The President spoke at 5:22 p.m. in the 
town square. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor 
Manuel Vera of Casablanca. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue 


Remarks at the Opening Session of 
the Summit of the Americas in 
Santiago, Chile 

April 18, 1998 


President Frei, distinguished heads of 
state, leaders of the Chilean Congress, Su- 
preme Court, members of the diplomatic 
corps, President Wolfensohn, President 
Iglesias, Secretary General Gaviria, Secretary 
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General Ruggiero, Director General Alleyne. 
Four years ago in Miami, we, the democratic 
nations of this hemisphere, met in the his- 
toric Summit of the Americas and pledged 
ourselves to a common future rooted in 
shared values, shared burdens, shared 
progress, and embodied in our call for a free 
trade area of the Americas by 2005. 

I thank all my fellow leaders and their gov- 
ernments for their faithfulness to the summit 
process. I thank especially those who helped 
us to begin the Summit of the Americas in 
1994. 

Now we come together in Santiago. What 
shall we do? First, we should celebrate a new 
reality in the Americas, the march of free- 
dom, prosperity, peace, and partnership 
among our nations. Second, we should recog- 
nize that in all our nations too many people 
have not felt this new reality, and we should 
resolve to continue to work together until 
they do. 

As we look back on the 31% years since 
the Miami summit, there is much to be 
proud of, as our report, “From Words to 
Deeds” documents. The economy of the re- 
gion has grown 15 percent. Last year average 
growth was 5 percent, and inflation was the 
lowest in 50 years. Chile and Uruguay have 
set the standard for poverty re sduction and 
fiscal responsibility. Brazil and Argentina 
have slowed inflation to a crawl. Mexico has 
overcome adversity, transformed its econ- 
omy, broadened its democracy. Bolivia has 
attracted new foreign investments and given 
its citizens a greater stake in their future. 
Venezuela's Apertura program is drawing in- 
vestment to develop its energy resources 
Peru and Ecuador, with a little help from 
their friends, are working towards a peaceful 
end to their decades-long border dispute. 
Central America, after years of strife, is well 
on the way to achieving its long-held vision 
of democracy and integration and growth. 
Caribbean nations are joining forces to ex- 
pand their economies and to defend their 
shores against drugs and crime. 

Together we have begun to create the free 
trade area of the Americas, a thriving market 
of 800 million people invested in each other’s 
future, enriching each other’s lives, weaving 
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a tapestry of interdependence that strength- 
ens every nation. The Americas have set a 
new standard for the world in the defense 
of liberty and justice through our collective 
commitment to defend democracy wherever 
it is at risk in our hemisphere. Concerted a 
tion by neighbors and friends already 
helpe -d to restore or preserve democracy and 
human rights in Haiti, Guatemala, and Para- 
guay. 

Our cooperation in the fight against drugs 
has intensified, 


hia 1S 


based on an understanding 
that drugs are a problem for all of us and 
all of us must work together to attack both 
demand and supply. We've adopted tough 
measures against money laundering, 
forged the first multilateral treaty in the 
world to fight corruption, so that our societies 
will be governed by the rule of law. We have 
signed an historic convention to stop the ille- 
gal trade in guns in our hemisphere. We're 
working to advance the environment and 
public health. 

Our people are healthier, our water safer, 
our air cleaner than 4 years ago. We are wip- 


new 


ing measles off our hemisphere’s map, drop- 
ping from more than 23,000 cases in 1994 
to less than 500 so far this year. We're phas- 
ing out lead from gasoline. In 1996, 12 na- 
tions achieved this goal; by 2001, there will 
be 20. We’re working together to promote 
a clean energy future and to meet the chal- 
lenge of climate change. 

I thank the efforts of many people in this 
regard, the Vice President and our Govern- 
ment, and other 
throughout this hemisphere. 


many in governments 


The Miami summit was a watershed in the 


history of our hemisphere, as the leaders of 
free people embraced a common vision of 


the future and a common strategy for achiev- 
ing it. The journey from Miami to Santiago 
has been filled with progress toward our 
goals. Now, here, and on the road forward 
from here, we must do more to ensure that 
the path of reform and democracy and inte- 
gration actually lifts the lives of f ordinary peo- 
ple in all our nations. 

Poverty throughout the hemisphere is still 
too high; income disparity is too great; civil 
society too fragile; justice systems too weak; 
too many people still lack the education and 
skills necessary to succeed in the new econ- 


673 
omy. In short, too few feel change working 
for them. Therefore, with democracy and 
free markets now in place, we must vigor- 
ously launch a second generation of reforms 
for the next generation of Americans. No pri- 
ority is more important than giving our chil- 

dren an excellent education. 

The fate of nations in the 21st century 
turns on what all citizens know and whether 
all citizens can quickly learn. Too often, re- 
sources are spent primarily on higher edu- 
cation for the few. We must all redirect our 
focus toward higher quality education for all. 
I especially thank Presidents Frei, Cardoso, 
Menem, and Zedillo for their leadership to 
give all our children a good education, with 
well-equipped classrooms, __ well-trained 
teachers, high standards, and accountability. 
This is a goal we must vigorously embrace 
and work hard to realize. 

We will also work here to deepen democ- 
racy and respect for human rights. We know 
free elections are de -mocracy’s first step, not 
the last. We'll support the Organization of 
American States special rapporteur for free- 
dom of expression; launch a regional justice 
center to train judges and prosecutors; 
strengthen local government institutions to 
bring power closer to people; and in its 50th 
year of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, we will redouble our efforts to pro- 
tect the human rights of all people. 

We will also do more to defend democracy 
against its corruption, terrorism, 
and drugs. The new hemispheric alliance 
against drugs we will launch here will encour- 
age, support, and improve all our national 
efforts to fight this common threat as part- 
ners. We'll continue to promote our common 
prosperity by launching negotiations for a 
free trade area of the Americas. 

I want to underscore the importance we 
attach to a special civil society committee that 
will allow a broad array of stakeholders with- 
in all our societies the opportunity to make 
their voices heard. If economic integration 
in a global economy is to work for all people, 
we must demonstrate that we can have eco- 
nomic growth and lift labor standards for all 
our workers. We must demonstrate that we 
can grow the economy and preserve, indeed, 
even improve the environment. This civil so- 
ciety committee will give the peoples of our 


enemies, 
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nations the chance to make that argument, 
and we must prove that we can make the 
argument work. 

Let me reaffirm to all my colleagues, the 
United States may not yet have fast-track leg- 
islation, but we will. And I assure you that 


our commitment to the free trade area of 


the Americas will be in the fast lane of our 
concerns 

We must do that. After all, more than one- 
third of the United States growth in the last 
few years has come from expanded trade. 
More than 40 percent of our exports go to 
our neighbors seated on this platform. We 
can only continue to grow and create jobs 
in the United States if we continue to reach 
out to our neighbors for more open markets 
and freer trade. That is the fundamental ob- 
servation that all of us share. Your prosperity 
lifts ours; our prosperity lifts yours. As more 
good jobs are created in any nation, as econo- 
mies grow and people thrive, they become 
better partners for each other and for others 
around the world. Finally, we must take fur- 
ther steps to lift people from poverty and 
spread the benefit of progress to every mem- 
ber of society, from supporting women’s full 
participation in the lives of our countries, to 
providing loans to microentrepreneurs, to 
broadening property ownership. 

Now 


but it 


this Santiago agenda is ambitious, 
is imperative. Again, let me applaud 
President Frei for his leadership, for bringing 
us all here together, and for supporting such 
a broad and deep agenda. If we are to seize 


the opportunities and meet the challenges of 


our time, we must pursue this agenda, and 
we must do it together. 

The first broad meeting of representatives 
from our hemisphere took place in 1889 in 
Washington, DC. Times were different and 
slower then. The delegates met for more 
than 6 months and toured around our Nation 
by train. The only bad thing was they had 
to listen to even more speeches. But in that 
meeting our predecessors, drawing on Boli- 
var’s vision of hemispheric unity, set a prece- 
dent for cooperation that grew over 50 years 
later from that seed into the OAS. 

Four years ago at Miami, we planted the 
seed of a new partnership for a new century. 
Now we can and must do what is necessary 
for that seed to grow—to grow in freedom 
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and opportunity and cooperation. The Amer- 
icas can be a model for all the world in the 
21st century. That is, after all, the spirit of 
the Summit of the Americas and the promise 
of Santiago. 

Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:35 a.m. in the 
San Cristobol Room at the Sheraton Hotel. In his 
remarks, he referred to James D. Wolfensohn, 
president, World Bank; Enrique Iglesias, presi- 
dent, Inter-American Development Bank; Cesar 
Gaviria, Secretary General, Organization of Amer- 
ican States; Renato Ruggiero, Secretary General, 
World Trade Organization; Sir George A.O. 
Alleyne, Director, Pan American Sanitary Bureau; 
President Fernando Henrique Cardoso of Brazil: 
President Carlos Saul Menem of Argentina; and 
President Ernesto Zedillo of Mexico 


The President’s Radio Address 
April 18, 1998 


Good morning. Although Hillary and I are 
in Chile, far from home today, our thoughts 
and prayers are with the people of Ten- 
nessee, Kentucky, and Arkansas, who have 
suffered the latest in a series of tornadoes 
that swept through the South with ferocious 
force. 

Yesterday I spoke with the Vice President, 
who was in his home State of Tennessee to 
see the damage, comfort the victims, and re- 
assure the people of Tennessee that we're 
standing ready to help them in this time of 
crisis. 

It’s often been said that when disaster 
strikes, the things that divide us fall away, 
as neighbor helps neighbor and stranger 
reaches out to stranger. We saw this just a 
year ago tomorrow in Grand Forks, North 
Dakota, when flood and fire nearly destroyed 
the entire city but could not destroy the spirit 


of its residents or stop its newspaper, the 
Grand Forks Herald, which just this week 
was awarded the Pulitzer Price for public 
service. We saw it again this winter in New 
England, when ice 


storms isolated entire 
communities but couldn't keep people apart. 
And we saw it in Florida and Georgia, Ala- 
bama and Arkansas, as tornadoes have torn 
towns to pieces but have not taken away peo- 
ple’s hope. 
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These natural disasters have tested our 
faith, and tragically, they have taken many 
lives. But they've also reminded us of the 
enduring power of the American people to 


overcome calamity and the commitment of 


our national community to help people re- 
build their communities. There are some 
challenges no individual—indeed, no com- 
munity—can handle alone. When faced with 
them, all of us have a responsibility to act 
through our National Government. 

For more than 5 years, we've worked hard 
to make our Government smaller but more 
effective, with less redtape and more flexibil- 
ity. Under the leadership of Vice President 
Gore, we have reinvented Government so 
that it better serves the American taxpayers, 
more effectively targets its efforts, and can 
respond more quickly to crises. 

There’s no better example of what this new 
kind of Government can do than FEMA, the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency. | 
was Governor of a State that had more than 
its fair share of natural disasters for a dozen 
years. So when I became President, I vowed 
that the Federal Government would help 
communities respond to the ravages of na- 
ture. When I took office, disaster relief be- 
came one of our highest priorities. And our 
efforts were led by the very able person who 
had headed our effort in Arkansas when | 
was Governor, James Lee Witt. 

With the Vice President’s commitment 
and James Lee Witt as its driving force, 
FEMA has gone from being a disaster itself 
in the eyes of many, to becoming a model 
of disaster relief, recognized around the 
world for its skill, speed, and dedication. It 
used to take hours of waiting in line to reg- 
ister for assistance; now it takes only minutes 
over the telephone. It used to take over a 
month to receive that assistance; now it takes 
about a week. And our “one stop shopping” 
disaster recovery centers are helping people 
to rebuild their lives, their businesses, and 
their homes more quickly than ever. 

We know every dollar spent on disaster 
preparedness and prevention saves two or 
more dollars in future costs. That’s why 
FEMA also has launched Project Impact, 
building _disaster-resistant communities 
through partnerships with the private sector, 
volunteer groups, community organizations. 
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FEMA has already started seven of these 
pilot projects, and we're working to put a 
Project Impact community in every State by 
this fall. 

I thank the dedicated public servants at 
the reinvented FEMA and other agencies for 
restoring citizen confidence in their Govern- 
ment simply by doing their jobs well. 

One year after the flood waters receded, 
the work of rebuilding communities contin- 
ues in Grand Forks. And FEMA is still there 
to help, just as it is there to help in tornado- 
ravaged Arkansas, Tennessee, Kentucky, Ala- 
bama, Georgia, and Florida. 

In the worst of situations, we see the best 
in our citizens and our public servants. As 
I work here in Chile with other democratic 
leaders from our hemisphere at the second 
Summit of the Americas to bring the benefits 
of the modern world to all our people, it’s 
reassuring to know that old-fashioned Amer- 
ican values of neighborly care and concern 
will be a constant in our lives, no matter what 
good fortune or new trials the 2lst century 
brings. 


Thanks for listening. 


Note: The address was recorded at 7:30 p-m. on 
April 17 at the Hyatt Hotel in Santiago, Chile, 
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on April 18 


Statement on the Death of Terry 
Sanford 
April 18, 1998 


Hillary and I were saddened to learn of 
the death of Terry Sanford. 

His long and distinguished career of public 
service as Governor, President of Duke Uni- 
versity, and U.S. Senator helped build the 
New South and served as an inspiration to 
me and an entire generation of Americans. 
He stood for civil rights, education for all, 
and progressive economic development. His 
work and his influence literally changed the 
face and future of the South, making him 
one of the most influential Americans of the 
last 50 years. Most important, he was a won- 
derful man who fought for the right things 
in the right way. 

I was lucky to count him as a friend. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with Margaret 
Rose, Terry Jr., Betsee, and his entire family. 
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Closing Remarks at the Summit of 
the Americas in Santiago 
April 19, 1998 


President Frei: fellow leaders of the Amer- 


icas; First Ladies; distinguished Presidents of 


Senate, Chamber of Deputies, Supreme 
Court; members of the diplomatic corps; la- 
dies and gentlemen of the Americas: Let me 
say first to you, Mr. President—and I know 
I speak for all of us here—we thank you and 
Mrs team for the 


Frei and your ertire 


warmth of your welcome, the wonder of your 


country, and the genuine leadership you have 
brought to this Summit of the Americas 
Thank you very much. 

At our first summit in 1994, we agreed on 
a democratic, 
perous, peaceful, united hemisphere for the 
2lst century. We also formulated a com- 


a common vision of pros- 


prehensive agenda to help us to realize that 
vision—an agenda to strengthen our democ- 
racies, tear down trade barriers, improve our 
people’s quality of life. 

Our journey from Miami to Santiago, as 
we have often said, was from words to deeds. 
Still, for all our progress, we all admit that 
too many of our citizens have not yet seen 
their own lives improved as a result of our 
participation as free nations in the global 
Therefore, we have committed 
ourselves here to a second stage of reforms 
designed to bring the benefits of freedom 


economy 


and free enterprise to ordinary citizens 
throughout the Americas. 

As was the truth in Miami, it is so here 
today: The real work of Santiago begins as 
we leave. And until we meet again in Canada, 
we must work every day to keep the commit- 
ments we have made to each other and to 
our people. 
must continue to stand fast for 
democracy for our entire hemisphere, with 
no holdouts and no backsliders. We must 
support the integrity of the electoral process. 
We welcomed and participated in the res- 
toration of democracy in Haiti. We supported 
its preservation in Paraguay. We now must 
support the OAS and CARICOM as they 
support the people of Guyana in the integrity 
of their electoral process. 

We support our special 
rapporteur on freedom of expression and 


First, we 


must new 
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work to prevent violence against journalists; 
get our new hemispheric justice system up 
and running; implement the OAS Illegal 
Firearms Convention to help to stop firearms 
from falling into the wrong hands; adopt the 
laws necessary to make our unprecedented 
anticorruption convention a reality. And most 
important, we must move aggressively to es- 
tablish our alliance against drugs, so that we 
will have a more genuinely collective effort 
to protect our people against narcotrafficking 
and drug abuse, violence and organized 
crime. 
Second, we must continue to bring the 
free economies of the Americas together. 
Today we launched comprehensive negotia- 
tions for a free-trade area of the Americas 
and vowed to make concrete progress toward 
that goal by the year 2000, including greater 
transparency in government 
and banking operations, a commitment to 
free trade in cyberspace, and steps to facili- 


procurement 


tate business, such as customs coordination. 

And as we improve the climate for busi- 
ness must also 
strengthen the social contract. The civil soci- 
ety committee we have established is de- 
signed to give all the voices of society the 
opportunity to be heard in shaping the new 
free-trade area of the Americas. We want 
more trade and better working conditions, 


contracts, we know we 


more growth and a cleaner environment. 

The entrepreneurs of the information age 
can prosper in a way that increases opportu- 
nities for all who are willing to work hard 
And we can reap the benefits of economic 
change and meet the challenge of climate 
change. 

Finally, we have made it our mission to 
give our people the tools they must have to 
succeed in the new economy: opening the 
doors of learning to all our children; doing 
more to lift our people out of poverty, sup- 
ported by billions of dollars in new lending 
commitments for microenterprise and health 
care from the Inter-American Development 
Bank and the World Bank. 

By the time we meet again, we should re- 
solve that all our small entrepreneurs, espe- 
cially our women, should have access to the 
loans they need to get their businesses off 
the ground; that poor urban and rural citi- 
zens should be able to gain titles to their 
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that we should eradicate measles 
from this hemisphere; and most important, 
that millions more of our children will be 
in school, not on the streets. We should 
achieve an §0-percent completion rate in pri- 


property; 


mary school as we work toward our goal of 


100 percent by the year 2010. Our children, 
after all, will have more to say about the fu- 
ture we are trying to create than any of the 
rest of us. 

The people of the Americas, as the Presi- 
dent of Uruguay pointed out to us yesterday, 
have launched a profound revolution in the 
last few years, a re iam of peace and free- 
dom and prosperity. Here in Santiago, we 
embrace our re sponsibility to make these his- 
toric forces lift the lives of all our people. 
That is the future we can forge together. It 
is a future worthy of the new 
anew millennium. 


Americas in 


Thank you very much. 


Note: The P 
Ministry of Foreign 
marks, he referred to the following Chilean offi- 
cials: President of the Senate Andreas Zaldivar; 
President of the Chamber of Deputies Gutenberg 
Martinez; and Justice Roberto Davila, 
of the Supreme Court 


resident spoke at 1:54 p.m. in the 


Affairs Building. In his re 


President 


Statement on the Anniversary of the 
Oklahoma City Bombing 


April 19, 1998 


Three years ago today the people of Okla- 
homa City suffered the worst act of terrorism 
in our country ’s history. It was an attack, not 
just on the people, a city, a State, a nation, 
but on what we stand for, 
ourselves and the 


how we govern 
values we live by. During 
that time, we have worked to bring to justice 
those who were responsible for this crime. 
And during that time, all America has stood 
by the people of Oklahoma City as they have 
worked to rebuild their lives. Today, 
again, our thoughts are with the 
the 168 people whose lives were tragically 
lost. Their courage and the 
Oklahoma City has shown 
meaning of community. 


once 


resilience 
us ali the full 
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Remarks on Congressional Action on 
Tobacco Legislation and an 
Exchange With Reporters 

April 20, 1998 


The President. Good afternoon. Today 
Congress returns to work and to its obligation 
to act on the most critical public health threat 
to our children. Over the next 5 weeks, this 
Congress has an historic opportunity to pass 
bipartisan, comprehensive legislation to pro- 
tect our children from the dangers of to- 
bacco. We must not let this opportunity slip 
away. 

The facts are plain as the stakes are high: 
3,000 children begin to smoke every day, 
even though it’s ile gal in every State, and 
1,000 will die earlier because of it. All these 
children have been targeted by a massive, 
multimillion-dollar media campaign that 
preys on their insecurities and their dreams. 

For decades, we now know from their own 
documents that tobacco companies targeted 
children; and for decades, the industry de- 
nied it. Now, the tobacco industry once again 
seeks to put its bottom line above what 
should be our bottom line: the health of our 
children. In today’s newspaper, the lead lob- 
byist for the tobacco industry says, and I 
‘We are fighting for our life.” Well, 
let me be clear: We are fighting for the lives 
of our children; we are fighting for the public 
health; and we are fighting against predatory 
practices by tobacco companies that have tar- 
geted our children. 

In the days to come, the tobacco industry 
will doubtless raise objection after objection 
and will work behind closed doors to per- 
suade Congress to pass half measures that 
will not reduce teen smoking. But I believe 
the majority of the American people and, in- 
deed, the majority of Congress, Members of 
both parties in Congress, will see this for 
what it is—a tobacco industry smokescreen. 

I ask Congress and the American people 
to Fess on the real opportunity now within 
our reach. Over the past 5 weeks, Congress 
must move forward—ov er the next 5 weeks, 
Congress must move forward on comprehen- 
sive bipartisan legislation to reduce teen 
smoking by raising the price of cigarettes, 
putting into place tough restrictions on ad- 
vertising and access, and imposing penalties 


quote: ~ 
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on the industry if it continues to sell ciga- 


rettes to children. We can do that and protect 


the tobacco farmers at the same time. 

The legislation now moving through the 
Senate, authored by Senator McCain, which 
was voted out of committee on a nearly unan- 
imous bipartisan vote 3 weeks ago now, is 


a strong step in the right direction. This is 
not a time for half measures; that simply 
won't reduce teen smoking, and it will only 
play into the tobacco industry's hands. It is 
a time for the kind of comprehensive ap- 
proac h to the problem that Senator McCain’s 
takes. 


We have an opportunity and an obligation 
now to put aside politics, to turn aside the 


legisl: ition t 


pleas of special interests, to act in the interest 
of the health of generations of our children 
I call on Congress to do so, and I look for- 
ward to working with them in good faith over 
the next few weeks 

Q. The that Speaker 
McCain ither not, Mcé ‘ain—pardon me. 

The President. |s he running for Speaker? 
Laughte r 

Q. No, but perhaps he should. Speaker 
Gingrich wants to water down the bill and 
House Republicans; there have been those 
suggestions. What’s your reading of Speaker 


suggestions 


Gingrich’s position, and what position should 
he take? 

The President. Well, 
his recent comments I had been encouraged, 


he basically said that he would not 


let me say, before 
because 
permit us to take a stronger position than 
he did. I was concerned by his reported com- 
ments; you know, 
try. I didn’t hear them; I didn’t see the con- 
text of them. But I certainly hope that he 
will return to his former position 

We need this to be a bipartisan effort. We 
need everybody working together. And we 
can do this. We can work through all the dif- 
ferences that are out there, and we can pass 
a bill that will clearly, dramatically reduce 
teen smoking. We can do it. And we got fresh 
evidence from the Journal of the American 
Medical Society—American Medical Asso- 
ciation, showing that the role of advertising 
on children and their smoking habits has 
been even greater than peer pressure. We've 
got all this evidence out there and we know 
what to do: we 


| wasn’t here in the coun- 


know how to do it: we can 
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do it. And I’m just hoping and praying that 
we will. 


Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:13 
Rose Garden at the White House 


p.m in the 


Statement on the Energy Star 
Buildings Label Program 
April 20, 1998 


I extend my congratulations to the owners 
and managers of three of America’s greatest 
landmark buildings for pledging to dramati- 

cally cut their energy use— 
to protect our environment. The Empire 
State Building and the World Trade Center 

New York, Sears Tower in Chi- 
cago, are long-time symbols of American en- 
terprise and ingenuity. Today they become 
symbols of leade rship and re sponsibility in 
ensuring that Nation tackles the chal- 
lenge of global warming. These skyscrapers 
are again hitting new heights by leading the 
Way In curbing the pollution that contributes 
to global warming. 

These American 
members of the 
Star Buildings Label program—a vital part 
of our plan to put the Nation on track to 
curb global warming. 


an importi int ste p 


and the 


our 


landmarks are charter 


administration’s new Energy 


Their owners are vol- 
untarily committing to cut their energy use 
up to 30 percent, thereby reducing the burn- 
ing of fossil fuels and the related carbon diox- 
ide pollution that causes global warming. 
These buildings will save energy, save money 
in electricity bills, and protect the true bot- 
tom line—the 
children. 


environment we leave our 

I call on all commercial building owners 
and managers across our Nation to take the 
same responsible, common-sense, cost-effec- 
tive step to help meet our most pressing envi- 
ronmental challenge. 
ings 


If all commercial build- 
Energy Star Buildings, we 
$25 billion a year and achieve 
over 10 percent of the carbon dioxide reduc- 
tion needed to meet our Kyoto target. 

I am sure the American people join me 
in thanking the following building owners 
and managers who have signed up as charter 
members in our new Energy Star Building 
Label program: the Port Authority of New 


became 
would save 
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York and New Jersey; the Helmsley-Spear, 
Inc.; the Rockefeller Center Management 
Corp.; TrizecHahn Office Properties, Inc.; 
LaSalle Partners; the Durst Organization: 
Amerimar Enterprises, Inc.; MagneTek, Inc.: 
the Trane Company; Rudin Management 
Company, Inc.; Tooley and Company; 
Cushman and Wakefield; Harwood Pacific 
Corporation; and the General Services Ad- 
ministration. 


Proclamation 7084—National Crime 
Victims’ Rights Week, 1998 
April 20, 1998 


By the President of the United States 
of America 
A Proclamation 

Every day, thousands of Americans be- 
come victims of crime. Many suffer physical 
injury, and most experience emotional scars 
that may never fully heal. And all victims of 
crime, and their families and friends, often 
remain troubled by feelings of vulnerability 
and concerned about their personal safety. 

Five years ago, my Administration made 
a commitment to take back our streets from 
criminals and to combat the crime and vio- 
lence that affects so many Americans. With 
the Crime Act, the Brady Act, the Violence 
Against Women Act, and other tough legisla- 
tion, we have put into action a comprehen- 
sive anticrime strategy that includes commu 
nity policing, antigang programs, and strong 
penalties for criminals. 

Our strategy is working. Crime rates across 
the country are at a 25-year low. Violent 
crimes and property crimes have decreased 
and the murder rate is down dramatically 
While we can take pride in this progress, we 
cannot afford to become complacent. We 
must build on the anticrime programs we 
have put into place if we are to win the war 
against crime. 

As part of our continuing efforts, this year 
the Department of Justice is awarding more 
than $135 million in grants under the Vio- 
lence Against Women program to help State 
and local authorities reduce domestic vio- 
lence, stalking, and sexual assault. These 
funds will enable communities to train more 
police, hire prosecutors, and provide assist- 
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ance to the victims of such crimes. Earlier 
this month, after thorough study, the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury concluded that we 
should ban more than 50 kinds of modified 
assault weapons because they accept large- 
capacity military magazines. By keeping 
these weapons off our streets and out of the 
hands of criminals, we will take another cru- 
cial step toward halting the scourge of gun 
violence that has taken such a tragic toll on 
America’s children and families. 

During National Crime Victims’ Rights 
Week, we call to mind those whose lives have 
been so abruptly and often violently changed. 
This annual observance is also a powerful re- 
minder of the extraordinary capacity of our 
citizens to face adversity and overcome it. 
Across America, victims of crime have re- 
fused to become victims of a criminal justice 
system that too often ignores or compromises 
their rights while protecting the rights of 
criminals. 

With courage and determination, crime 
victims and their dedicated advocates have 
succeeded in winning constitutional amend- 
ments in 29 States that guarantee such fun- 
damental rights as protection from further 
harm, which includes keeping victims and ac- 
cused criminals in separate rooms during 
court proceedings; the right of victims to call 
upon law enforcement if they feel they are 
being harassed or intimidated in connection 
with a pending case; and the right to be noti- 
fied of a convicted criminal’s release from 
incarceration. And after decades of advocacy, 
a proposed Federal constitutional amend- 
ment for victims now lies before the Con- 
gress. We have the opportunity—and the re- 
sponsibility to amend the United States 
Constitution to ensure that the rights of vic- 
tims are honored in every court throughout 
our Nation. 

This ; National 
Crime Victims’ Rights Week coincides with 
the anniversary of the 1995 bombing of the 
Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in Okla- 
homa City. That tragedy brought home to 
an entire Nation the extraordinary suffering 
and grief that can be rendered by a single, 
senseless, criminal act. In remembering the 
many victims of this brutal crime, let us 
pledge to sustain our efforts to reduce violent 
crime, to provide comfort and support to its 


year, our observance of 
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victims as they strive to rebuild their lives, 
and to keep victims’ rights a primary concern 
in America’s criminal justice system. 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim April 19 through 
April 25, 1998, as National Crime Victims’ 
Rights Week. I urge all Americans to remem- 
ber crime victims and their families by work- 
ing to reduce violence, to assist those harmed 
by crime, and to make our homes and com- 
munities safer places in which to live and 
raise our families. 

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set 
my hand this twentieth day of April, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine- 
ty-eight, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and twenty-second. 


William J. Clinton 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:13 a.m., April 21, 1998] 


Note: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on April 22 


Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
the “Education Savings Act for 
Public and Private Schools” 

April 20, 1998 


Dear Mr. Leader: 

As you consider H.R. 2646 this week, you 
will have the opportunity to vote for the first 
time on a version of my proposal to help 
build and modernize more than 5,000 schools 
across America. I am writing to ask for your 
support in this important effort and for your 
opposition to the expanded Education IRAs 
in the bill. 

Never before have the education infra- 
structure needs of the Nation been so great. 
In order to accommodate record enroll- 
ments, move to smaller class sizes, repair 
aging buildings, take advantage of new tech- 
nologies, and better educate children with 


Apr. 20 / Administration of William J Clinton, 1998 


disabilities, States and localities are faced 
with unprecedented construction and ren- 
ovation The Federal Government 
helps build roads, bridges, and other infra- 
structure projects, but none of that will mat- 
ter much if we let the education infrastruc- 
ture come crumbling down on our children. 
We must be part of the solution. 

I understand that Senator Moseley-Braun 
will offer an amendment that would replace 
the IRA provisions with a proposal to allow 


needs. 


communities to issue nearly $22 billion in 


bonds for modernizing public schools. Be- 


cause bond purchasers would receive interest 
payments through a Federal tax credit, com- 
munities’ costs would be reduced by one- 
third or more. A vote for the amendment 
is a vote for safer, state-of-the-art schools that 
will open doors to the future for our children. 

The IRA provisions, which provide tax 
benefits for elementary and secondary edu- 
cation expenses, are both bad education pol- 
icy and bad tax policy. Instead of targeting 
limited Federal resources to build stronger 
public schools, this proposal would divert 
needed resources from public schools. In ad- 
dition, the expanded IRAs provide little fi- 
nancial assistance to average families, dis- 
proportionately benefiting the highest-in- 
come taxpayers. For these reasons, and be- 
cause of other potential amendments that 
may be adopted, I would veto this bill. 

Our children deserve schools they can be 
proud of. I urge you to help our schools pro- 
vide a learning environment that will prepare 
our children for the challenges of tomorrow 
by supporting the Moseley-Braun amend- 
ment, and opposing the expanded Education 
IRAs. 


Sincerely, 
William J. Clinton 


NoTE: Identical letters were sent to Trent Lott, 
majority leader, and Thomas A. Daschle, minority 
leader, United States Senate. An original was not 
available for verification of the content of this let- 
ter. 
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Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the Lithuania-United States Mutual 
Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters 
Treaty and Documentation 


April 20, 1998 


To the Senate of the United States: 

With a view to receiving the advice and 
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans- 
mit herewith the Treaty Between the Gov- 
ernment of the United States of America and 
the Government of the Republic of Lithuania 
on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Mat- 
ters, signed at Washington on January 16, 


1998. I transmit also, for the information of 
the Senate, the report of the Department of 


State with respect to the Treaty. 

The Treaty is one of a series of modern 
mutual legal assistance treaties being nego- 
tiated by the United States in order to 
counter criminal activity more effectively. 
The Treaty should be an effective tool to as- 


sist in the prosecution of a wide variety of 


crimes, including “white-collar” crime and 
drug-trafficking offenses. The Treaty is self- 
executing. 


The Treaty provides for a broad range of 


cooperation in criminal matters. Mutual as- 
sistance available under the Treaty includes: 
taking the testimony or statements of per- 
sons; providing documents, records, and arti- 
cles of evidence; locating or identifying per- 
sons or items; serving documents; transfer- 
ring persons in custody for testimony or other 
purposes; executing requests for searches 
and seizures; assisting in proceedings related 
to immobilization and forfeiture of assets, 
restitution, and collection of fines; and ren- 
dering any other form of assistance not pro- 
hibited by the laws of the Requested State. 
I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to the Treaty and 
give its advice and consent to ratification. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
April 20, 1998. 


Remarks on the 1998 Legislative 
Agenda and an Exchange With 
Reporters 


April 21, 1998 


The President. Good afternoon. In the 
coming weeks, Congress will be making an 
awful lot of important decisions about how 
to best prepare our children and our Nation 
for the 21st century. First, we have an his- 
toric opportunity to pass bipartisan legisla- 
tion to protect our children from the dangers 
of tobacco. The legislation would put an end 
to the tobacco industry’s calculated, multi- 
million-dollar media campaign to hook our 
children early to the deadly habit of smoking. 

For years the cartoon character Joe Camel 
was the star of their efforts to create a new 
generation of customers for cigarettes—what 
the tobacco industry euphemistically called 
“replacement smokers”’—what most of us 
call our children. Even as the executives de- 
nied they were targeting children, Joe Camel 
became as recognizable to them as Mickey 
Mouse. 

Now, some in Congress say that teen 
smoking has nothing to do with Joe Camel. 
Medical science and common sense makes 
it plain: Teen smoking has everything to do 
with Joe Camel, with unscrupulous market- 
ing campaigns that prey on the insecurities 
and dreams of our children. Indeed, a recent 
study by the American Medical Association 
found that over a third of our young people 
who try cigarettes do so because of advertis- 
ing and promotion, and that Joe Camel was 
the overwhelming favorite among 12- to 15- 
year-olds. 

The industry has spent hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars on such marketing cam- 
paigns—plainly not designed to appeal to 
adults. It is time to end this story once and 
for all. So again I say to Congress, now is 
the time to pass strong bipartisan tobacco 
legislation. And again I say, I hope that both 
parties will work together for the benefit of 
our children. 

Today is an extremely important day for 
the future of public education in America. 
Soon the United States Senate will be faced 
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with a clear choice: whether to modernize 
5,000 schools and strengthen educational op 
all children, or offer families 


about a $7 tax rebate that would barely cover 


portunity tol 


' 1? 
the cost of schools supplies and, in the proc- 


1 
ess, would weaken our national commitment 


to education 


the edu- 


And the most important thing we 


bove ail information age is an 
cation age 
can do to strengthe n our country for the 21st 
century 1s to give our people the best edu- 
cation system in the world. In our balanced 
budget, | propose a plan that would he Ip us 
to do that. It would help all Americans 
teachers pare nts, students principals bring 
a revolution of standards, accountability, and 
choice to our schools 

I am committed to seeing that our students 
master the basics with national standards and 


to measure those in fourth grade 


] } 1 : 
ind eighth grade math; to reduce 
class sizes in the early grades to an average 

, , 
to encouraging public school choice 
] ] ] | ! 
schools; and to ending sock 


Making sure that every 
| 


opportunity to lei 


pro- 
motion 
America has an 


modern, safe, state-of-the-art school is also 
‘ . 
a centerpiece of our pian 


The With the 


school ive children at a 


need is great number o 


f 
i 
| 
i 


record high anc 


] 

growing, s¢ hools across the country already 
, é 

ire at or beyond capacity. One-third of our 


Nearly half 


have the wiring to support basic com- 


schools need to be modernized. 
don’t 
puter equipment. The Federal Government 
helps to build roads and bridge s and other 
infrastructure projects because they are in 
that will 


7 
do not see that our national in 


the national interest. But none of 
matter if we 
terest in an adequate education infrastruc- 
ture is also preserved 

Today Senator Carol Moseley-Braun will 
offer an amendment that will help commu- 
the 5,000 


schools. If we want our children to be pre- 


nities raise funds to modernize 


pared for the 21st century, they ought to have 
2lst century schools. I urge Congress to 
adopt the amendment right away 

Today the Senate will also vote on the 
-an ill-advised tax incentive for 


The 


proposal is bad education policy and bad tax 


wrong Way 


elementary and secondary expenses. 


a : 
policy. It won't do anything to strengthen our 


Administration of 


William F Clinton, 1998 


] 1 
schools, and in fact, would weaken public 


education by siphoning limited Federal re- 
sources away trom public schools. The $1.6 
billion proposal would do very little for aver- 
age families, offering an average of $7 in tax 


relief for parents ol the 90 percent of our 
children who aré and $37 
the 


SC hools. 


In public schools 
with 


d disproportionately benefit 


for parents children in private 


, 
It woul 
highest-incom« taxpayers; families who are 
: , , 

struggling to make ends meet would never 


see a penny of it. It would short-ch inge our 
children 

The right to fix the 
them not walk away from them. We have 600 
days left before the turn of the century. We 
, t We 


l 
1,1 ] 
| 
! 


th and 


schools is to Tix 


Ww 


have to prepare our children for 
should begin with protecting their hea 
gIVINE them the best schools in the world 
I'd like to ask the Vice President and Sen- 
Daschle and Mr Gephardt to make 


some remarks. Thank you. 

At this point Vice President Albert Gore 
Jr.. Senate Minority Leader Thomas A 
Daschle, and House Minority Leader Rich- 
ard A. Gi phardt made brief remarks 


ator 


Cartoon Characters in Advertising 
Q. Mr. President, do you think that other 


F ] 

cartoon characters used to market other 
] 1 

products that potentially are dange rous to 


children, like beer, 


well—the frogs in the 


should be outlawed as 
Budweiser commer- 
cial, for example? 

The President. | think that, by an 


' 
what 


orde r 
of magnitude we saw with the tobacco 
marketing is tar greater in its impact on chil- 


And so 


deterred by focusing on 


dren and in its destructive capacity 
I don’t want to be 
other things when the business at hand is 
to pass this tobacco legislation. I don’t think 
there’s any—no other thing I can think of 
compares with what has been done there in 
terms of the destructive impact on our chil- 
dren and their health. 

And also, I would say, based on all these 
documents which are coming out now and 


Min- 


nesota—it appears unambiguous that they 


all these lawsuits—the latest one in 


were designed to do just what they did, which 
was to appeal to children. 
Q. Mr. President, the tobacco compa- 


nies—— 
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Bipartisan Agreement on Tobacco 
Legislation 


Q. Mr. 
get bipartis: inship when you bash the Re ape 
licans and they bash you with the 
rhetoric that we've heard here today? 

The President. Well, first of all, I haven't 
bashed all the Republicans. Senator 
McCain—I bragged on the bill that came out 
of his committee, 19-1] talked—I called 
Lott a few days ago and that 
I very much wanted to get this bill passed. 

What has caused our concern here 


President, how do you expect to 


kind « 


Senator said 
is this 
apparent dramatic change in the statements 
made by Republicans about this. 1 mean, it 
wasn't so very long ago when the Speaker 
said hat 
tax 
And 
don’t mind 
credit for this. I don’t want this 
to be a partisan thing; I want this to be an 
American thing. 

Let’s look what had happened here. 
of us have 


that there’s no way in the world 


I could ever be for a more progressive 
bill—tobacco bill than he would be for. 


frankly, 


sharing the 


loved hearing that. 


All 
been talking about trying to get 
bipartisan agreement on this; the tobacco in- 
they don’t like the McCain bill, 
and they refuse to negotiate any further, and 
they're fighting for their life, 
And all of a sudden, we get different public 


dustry says 
and this is war 
statements coming out of people in impor- 
tant positions in the Republican Party 

I still believe and hope that there will be 
enough Republicans to make a genuinely bi- 
partisan effort to pass sensible, sound, strong 
Th it 
re responding 
to events as they have unfolded. But I would 
remind you that what sparked all this was 
the bipartisan action of the Senate commit- 
That is what I have 
what I want 


legislation. And that is my commitment. 


is all of our commitments. We a 


tee. lauded and that is 
Education Legislation 


Q. Mr. President, 


bill, sir, you seem to be unwavering over the 


regarding the education 
vouchers issue. The Republicans have indi- 
cated they're going to be unwavering on the 
Isn't the reality that 
probably isn’t going to be an education bill 
this year, over this issue perhaps? 

The President. Well, | hope not. This may 
be just the opening foray, but I think a lot 


vouchers issue. there 
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of them are genuinely opposed to the con- 
cept embodied in Senator Carol Moseley- 


Braun's bill. That is, they believe it’s okay 


for Congress to invest money in highly spe- 


cific local transportation projects but not to 
give even the most general kind of support 
for our education infrastructure. 

Now, during all the time I’ve been Presi- 
dent, when we had those tough budget years, 

always tried to provide enough room for 
there to be 
for transportation. 


increase in infrastructure 
But I believe the infra- 
structure of the nineties will be the super- 
highway and I be- 
the that can travel it will be 
those that have a good education not the fin- 
And so, when 
cities with the average school building being 


some 


that carries information, 
lieve people 


est vehicle. to me, we've got 
65 years old, when we've got small commu- 
nities like the I visited in Florida with 
17 trailers out back of the main school build- 
ing where the kids are going to school—this 


And I think 


one 


is a national infrastructure issue. 
it's important. 

Now, on this education IRA, I think the 
real thing you have to ask yourself about that 
is this: Does it make sense, when the Federal 
only spends about—provides 
about 6 percent of the total education budget 
of the 
nizes we 


Government 
country, and when everybody recog- 
general investment— 
take $1.6 billion and 
put it into a program that will give the aver- 
7 bucks? Let’s as- 
Republicans who favor more pri- 
right—give the av- 
erage public school parent 7 bucks to pay 
tuition to a private school? And for those that 
already have their kids in private school, if 
they're middle 


need more 
. ] 
does it make sense to 
age public school parent 7 
the 
vate school e aus ‘ation are 


sume 


class families, give them an 
average of $37 a year? 

I think the $1.6 billion would be far better 
spent funding charter schools, funding school 
funding the master 
teacher program, and helping to fund this 
school construction program. That’s what I 
believe. If they 
then 
they ought to be out there in every city and 
every State in the country making this case 
instead of using the limited Federal money 
we have which ought to be spent to bene fit 


standards programs, 


I don’t think it’s even close. 


believe these programs are so great, 
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the largest number of people in the most 
impactful way. 

Q. Mr. President, the tobacco compa- 
nies—— 


Transportation Legislation 


Q. [Inaudible|—fails to lower the spend- 
ing levels in the transportation bills, will you 
veto the bills? And if not, why not? 

The President. Well, first of all, the trans- 
portation bill has not yet passed; it’s going 
into conference. I have a lot of problems with 
it, including the dropping of the provision 
for a tougher DWI standard in the House 
bill. But I think it is imperative that we wind 
up with a transportation bill which increases 
our investment in transportation, but does 
not do so at the expense of education, of re- 
search—medical research—the  environ- 
ment, all the things that are also important 
to our future, on the one hand, and on the 
other hand, that doesn’t run away from our 
Social Security first commitment on the sur- 
plus. 

And so I’m going to do my best to fashion 
that sort of infrastructure highway bill. And 
I am concerned that the bills, as passed, are 
disembodied from the budget. They don’t 
have any relationship with all the other 
pieces in the budget and, at least on their 
surface, appear to be far in excess of anything 
we can afford and still continue our commit- 
ments in education and honor Social Security 
first. 

But this is a process, and we're not there 
yet. We’re not to the point yet where we have 
to make the discussion you said. 


Education Legislation Veto 


Q. Do you expect that you can get any- 
thing done as long as Congress meets on 
Tuesday sand Thursdays? s? 

Q. Would you veto an education bill if it 
included both the Coverdell accounts and 
the school construction money you want? 

The President. Yes, yes. 


Tobacco 


Q. Mr. President, Speaker Gingrich yes- 
terday said you sent the wrong signal to chil- 
dren by smoking a cigar when you're cele- 
brating. How would you respond? 
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The President. Well, first of all, I think 
the only time I’ve done that since I was Presi- 
dent was when we got that young man out 
of Bosnia. And I think he’s probably right 
about that. I think he’s probably right about 
that. But let me say, I do not—I think to 
contend that that isolated event has a bigger 
impact on children than these millions of dol- 
lars of deliberately calculated ads—billions— 
is just a way of avoiding taking responsibility 
for doing the right thing. 

Now, secondly—you know, he made an- 
other point with which I agree, which is that 
there is too much—there are too many young 
actors and actresses in alluring movies in 
Hollywood making smoking look alluring 
again. But we've been talking about that for 
2 or 3 years. The Vice President, I think, 
has already had two meetings with people 
in Hollywood; I have valeed the concern 
publicly and privately. I agree with that. 

But these things get—said in the context 
in which he said it, it was like to let them 
off the hook for taking responsibility for pass- 
ing tobacco legislation and making cigarettes 
both more expensive for kids to buy onal then 
using the money to deal with the health care 
consequences s and to fund an antismoking ad- 
vertising campaign that they know would be 
effective. And I'll tell you one—I'll bet you 
anything that in addition to their previously 
effective advertising campaigns, we'll be 
treated to another big ad campaign from the 
tobacco industries surrounding this before 
you know it. 

So you can say all these things, but none 
of us should ever, ever be guilty of that. We 
can point the finger at others, but no amount 
of finger-pointing at others, by the President 
or anyone else, will ever absolve us of our 
own responsibility to push the public inter- 
est. And that’s what I’m trying to do. 

Thank you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 12:23 p.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. During the ex- 
change, he referred to Capt. Scott O'Grady, 
USAF, an F-16 pilot shot down and subsequently 
rescued in Bosnia in June, 1995. 
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Proclamation 7085—National 
Volunteer Week, 1998 


April 21, 1998 


By the President of the United States 
of America 
A Proclamation 

Volunteers enrich our lives every day with 
their generosity and compassion. In recent 
months, we have witnessed the extraordinary 
response of America’s volunteers to the 
plight of those who have suffered from the 
severe weather plaguing much of our coun- 
try. In communities devastated by mud 
slides, ice storms, flash floods, or tornadoes, 
volunteers have opened their hearts and 
homes to offer shelter, hot meals, building 
materials, and—most important—the hope 
and support that people desperately need to 
begin putting their lives back together. This 

spirit of citizen service has deep and strong 
roots in America’s past, and | DY nurturing this 
spirit we can help to ensure a better future 
for our Nation. 

Just one year ago, at the Presidents’ Sum- 
mit for America’s Future in Philadelphia, 
called on all Americans to dedicate their vol- 
unteer efforts to the well-being of our chil- 
dren and to make the social and educational 
development of our youngest citizens a na- 
tional priority. Thousands of individuals and 
organizations across America pledged their 
support for this effort; and today, we can be 
proud that more than 93 million Americans 
are regularly volunteering to help hundreds 
of thousands of children in need, serving as 
leaders, mentors, tutors, and companions. 
Through their hard work and generous re- 
sponse, this growing army of volunteers is 
making our streets safer, our schools better, 
our children healthier, and our future bright- 
er. 

We must not only preserve this remarkable 
spirit of citizen service, but also expand it. 
By emulating our Nation’s many unsung he- 

12-year-old in California who 
distributed dolls to disadvantaged children, 
to the businessman in New York who created 
one of our country’s first school-to-work pro- 
grams—we must strive together to build a 
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society free from crime, poverty, illiteracy, 
And by making citizen 
service the shared experience of all Ameri- 
cans, we can build a sense of common re- 


sponsibility for our future. 


and hope le -ssness. 


This week and throughout the year, let us 
salute all those who devote their time and 
talents to the betterment of our communities 
and the well-being of our children. Let us 
honor the work of the thousands of voluntary, 
civic, and neighborhood 
groups across our Nation who do so much 


religious, school, 
to serve their fellow Americans and improve 
the quality of life for us all. Let us also recog- 
nize and support the efforts of the Corpora- 
tion for National Service and its programs— 
AmeriCorps, Learn and Serve America, and 
the National Senior Service Corps—as well 
as all the organizations, communities, and in- 
dividuals who have responded to the Presi- 
dents’ Summit call to action and are follow- 
ing through on the work begun there 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim April 19 through 
April 25, 1998, as National Volunteer Week. 
I call upon all Americans to observe this week 
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and 
activities to appreciation to the 
countless volunteers among us for their com- 
mitment to service and to encourage the spir- 
it of volunteerism in our families and com- 
munities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-first day of April, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine- 
ty-eight, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and twenty-second 


express 


William J. Clinton 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., April 22, 1998] 


Note: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on April 23. 
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Memorandum on Streamlining the 
Granting of Waivers 
April 21, 1998 


Memorandum for the Heads of Executive 
Departments and Agencies 

Subject: Streamlining the Granting of 
Waivers 


the Vice President asked 
you to create reinvention laboratories in your 
departments and agencies and to streamline 
the granting of waivers of internal agency 
rules within them so the laboratories could 
more effectively promote innovation. These 
waivers—delegations of authority to deviate 
from existing internal agency policies and 
procedures—are often sought by front-line 
employees who are trying to make their oper- 
ations work better, cost less, and get results 
that Americans care about. The Vice Presi- 
dent and I emphasized such measures in the 
Blair House Papers last year, when we en- 
couraged you to delegate more power to 
front-line employees to unlock the enormous 
potential of the Federal workforce. 

Your departments and agencies have re- 
sponded, and Federal employees have used 
waivers to facilitate innovation and prov ide 
excellent customer service. For example, the 
Coast Guard marine safety programs have in- 
creased managerial flexibility for field com- 
manders to waive unnecessary requirements 
that had previously accounted for over one- 
half million work hours annually. The De- 
partment of Agriculture’s Animal Plant 
Health Inspection Service’s Tort Claims Ad- 
judication Team used a waiver to reduce the 
processing time for tort claims of less than 
$2,500 from 51 days to 8. 

Based on these experiences, I am directing 
you, where you determine that it is appro- 
priate, to adopt some of the best practices 
developed by agencies. These best practices 
include the following characteristics: 

1. Waiver requests are acted upon with- 

1 30 days or less. After 30 days, the 

originating entity within the agency can 

assume approval and implement the re- 
quested waiver. 

2. Those officials having authority to 

grant or change internal agency rules 

can approve waiver requests, but only 


Five years ago, 
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the head of an agency can deny a waiver 
request. 

3. Officials who have the authority to 
grant waivers are encouraged to identify 
potential waiver opportunities and ex- 
tend waivers to their own agencies. 

The Vice President’s team at the National 
Partnership for Reinventing Government 
(NPR) is ready to assist you in developing 
a waiver process based upon lessons learned 
and best practices from agencies that have 
experience with waivers. Some of you already 
have this type of waiver process in place for 
reinvention laboratories. I direct you to take 
every opportunity to extend this process 
throughout your agency. 

You should report to the Vice President 
on actions taken to implement this memoran- 
dum by July 1, 1998. 

This memorandum does not apply to waiv- 
er requests by grant program recipients nor 
does it apply to the granting of waivers to 
statutory requirements or practices required 
by law. It applies to those internal agency 
rules not codified in the Code of Federal 
Regulations. 


William J. Clinton 


Remarks on Earth Day in Harpers 
Ferry, West Virginia 
April 22, 1998 


Thank you very much. Thank you for the 
welcome. I want to especially welcome all 
the young children and not-so-young chil- 
dren and all of you who feel childlike, even 
though you're not anymore, to this wonderful 
American celebration of Earth Day. 

I thank the Vice President for his steadfast, 
constant, and brilliant leadership to preserve 
our environment for future generations. I 
thank Congressman Bob Wise, who has been 
a good friend and an adviser and represents 
you so well. I want to thank our National 
Park superintendent, Bob Stanton. You 
know, I was sitting with Bob, and I said, “You 
know something, you've got the best job in 
the whole Federal Government.” And he 
said, “I know, and they’re foolish enough to 
pay me to do it every day.” [Laughter] 

Mayor Stowell, thank you. Pam Underhill, 
thank you for your work at the Appalachian 
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Trail Park; thank you for a lifetime of dedica- 
tion to America’s National Park System. And 


I'd like to ask all of you to give a round of 


applause to all the National Park employees 
who are here. They do a wonderful, wonder- 
ful job. [Applause] 

Finally, let me thank Sandi Marra and all 
the other volunteers who worked with the 
Vice President and me today to make sure 
we didn’t mess up anything so badly. I 
walked away saying, “Now, | 
they’re going to have to go along behind us 
and undo all the stuff we just did and then 
do it right?” [Laughter] I don’t think so. I 
think we crossed the threshold of minimum 
competence as \ olunteers today. 

But let me say to you, Sandi, and to all 
the other volunteers that are here and those 
who will hear about what happens here 
today, the American people have utterly no 
idea how dependent not only the Appalach- 
ian Trail but the entire park system has been 
on citizen volunteers. And we who know 
need to do more to get out the word, but 
I hope you and all your fellow volunteers will 
continue to work. We need you, we honor 
you, and we’re very grateful. Thank you very 
much. 

We came here today in part to highlight 
the work of the volunteers. Last year they 


gave over § million hours, the equivalent of 


$100 million, in hard but loving labor to en- 
hancing America’s great outdoors. 

You know, the Appalachian Trail was con- 
ceived of 100 years ago by a teenager who 
was hiking among the sugar maples and 
spruce trees in New Hampshire, in the White 
Mountains. Benton MacKaye imagined con- 
necting the country all the way from New 
Engl: and to Georgia with a hiking trail and, 
in the process, reconnecting Americans to 
the wonders of nature. As MacKaye said, 
“Life for 2 weeks on a mountaintop would 
give renewed perspective to the other 50 
weeks down below.” Do you mind if I stay 
here another 13 days? [Laughter] That's 
pretty good. 

And so began the Appalachian Trail, the 
brainchild of a teenager; the product of gen- 
erations of cooperation; one of our most pre- 
cious national gems; the longest natural thor- 
oughfare in the world passing through four 
of seven forested habitats of North America; 


wonder if 


1 haven for rare plants and animals. And 
dune to many of you here today, this Appa- 
lachian Trail surely has surpasse -d even Ben- 
ton MacKaye’s wildest dreams. 

Today, on our 28th annual Earth Day, we 
come here to the stunning confluence of the 
Shenandoah and the Potomac Rivers to cele- 
brate the foresight of early conservationists 
and to commit ourselves to carry forth their 
abiding sense of responsibility to future gen- 
erations in the new millennium. 

I'd like to take just a couple of minutes 
to tell you what the agenda the Vice Presi- 
dent and I have adopted for the coming year 
is. First, we want to preserve even more of 
our natural wonders. In the historic balanced 
budget agreement, we have the means to 
save the ancient redwoods of the Headwaters 
Forest in California, to protect Yellowstone 
from the ravages of mining. And I am propos- 
ing to add 100 new sites to our Nation’s en- 
dowment of sacred places. We should begin 
by bringing the last remaining sections of the 
Appalachian Trail under public control, 
thereby making every inch a part of our chil- 
dren’s birthright. 

Among other priorities of providing a criti- 
cal winter range for elk and bison and restor- 
ing salmon runs in Washington’s Elwha 
River, what I want to say to you today is that 
the money has been authorized and appro- 
priated for all 100 of these projects but not 
yet released. As a courtesy and a practice of 
long standing, administrations notify Con- 
gress of the intended project target. And 
sometimes there is an objection, sometimes 
a legitimate one, to one or two of them. We 
have put together a great list of 100; none 
of the money for any of the projects have 
been released because of actual or potential 
disputes on other issues. 

So if you can do anything, if any of you 
live in congressional districts—aside from 
Congressman Wise, he’s not the problem— 
] hope you'll do it, because we need to get 

about the work and do it now. The money 
is there, the economy is in good shape, the 
budget is going to be balanced. We have 
made this commitment to our future, and I’d 
like to see us get it done. So I'd like to ask 


you to encourage your Congress to support 


the release of this fund. 
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Second, as part of our celebration of the 
millennium in which we will both honor our 
past and imagine our future, we have to ex- 
pand our efforts to preserve our places rich- 
est in cultural and historic values—sites that 
echo with America’s most important stories. 
That's what we see here in Harpers Ferry— 
the other part of Harpers Ferry: the story 
of John Brown, the story of pre-Civil War 
America. And we have just unveiled an initia- 
tive to preserve the homes, the churches, the 
other sanctuaries all along the route of the 
Underground Railroad, the route to freedom 
for Harriet Tubman and thousands of other 
fleeing slaves. It also includes part of the Ap- 
palachian Trail. 

Third, as the Vice President said, we want 
to improve our ability to encourage and sup- 
port better stewardship on our private lands, 
through voluntary partnerships to help pri- 

vate landowners preserve their own land. Of 
the more than 100 million acres we have pro- 
tected during the last 5 years, more than 
three-quarters are privately owned. It’s a real 
tribute to the American people that they 
want to manage their property properly, and 
I believe it’s the right thing for our Govern- 
ment to do, to get out there and create the 
incentives and the partnership and the sup- 
port for them to do so. 

For example, right here in the Appalachian 
region, acid drainage from abandoned coal 
mines have polluted streams severely, endan- 
gering plant and animal life. But now we’re 
working with mining companies to create 
natural buffers to stop pollution from flowing 
in the streams. Citizens already are reporting 
that fish stocks are recovering, for the first 
time since the early part of this century. 

Successful local models like this are at the 
core of the Clean Water Initiative I an- 
nounced in February. We must do more of 
this. Wherever people are willing to help us 
with private property to restore biodiversity, 
we need to support it. And I thank you for 
your support. 

Fourth, we want to change and broaden 
the focus of how we manage our national for- 
ests, putting greater emphasis on recreation, 
wildlife, and water quality—forest values too 
long ignored. We’re reforming logging prac- 
tices to ensure sustainable supplies of timber 
and jobs. 
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Our national forests are more than mere 
paper plantations. They are the source of the 
vast majority of our fresh water, and as places 
where far more families experience the out- 
doors than anywhere else in America. So I 
urge Congress today on Earth Day: Let's 
make our national forests a common ground, 
not a political battleground. 

Fifth, we must commit to healing the wear 
and tear in our magnificent but often quite 
overextended national parks. Many parks, 
refuges, and monuments are in dire need of 
repair, ironically, because the American peo- 
ple love them so much. Countless Americans 
set off for their vacations every year knowing 
they can have the best and most economical 

vacation in the world at a national park. 
Often it may be the only one they can afford 
and still might be the best one money can 
buy. We have to continue to honor this pact 
with the American people. And, therefore, 
I have proposed an increase of nearly $1 bil- 
lion over the next 5 years to carry on the 
work of repairing our National Park System. 

Finally, Vice President told us in 
his remarkable book, “Earth In The Bal- 
ance,” years ago, we have to broaden our no- 
tion of stewardship of the environment to 
embrace our entire planet. The greatest envi- 
ronmental challenge we face today is that of 
global climate change. If we are growing 
more interdependent economically, if we are 
growing more interdependent socially, surely 
our interdependence environmentally is ap- 
parent to every thinking person. The world’s 
leading climate scientists have warned that 
if we do not reduce the emissions of green- 
house gases, the Earth will warm, the seas 
will rise, severe weather events will intensify 
and increase in number. 

Fortunately, we know how to avert these 
dangers. We know we can make great 
progress in reducing greenhouse gas emis- 
sions through innovative technological, mar- 
ket-related solutions all around the world. 
We have made an unprecedented commit- 
ment here of more than $6 billion for re- 
search and development and tax incentives 
to promote new green technologies that will 
dramatically re »duce greenhouse gas emis- 
sion. I hope } you will all support that. And 


as the 
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I hope you will tell your elected representa- 
tives it is a great investment in our children’s 
future. 

You know, the Vice President mentioned 
Teddy Roosevelt, who is a particular favorite 
of mine among our past Presidents. Ever 
since Teddy Roosevelt started talking about 
conserving our natural resources, for 100 
years now, every time someone has said it, 
someone else says, if you do that, it will ruin 
the economy. And we now have 100 years 
of experience. They have uniformly been 
wrong every time they have said it for 100 
years. 

And since 1970 and Earth Day and the 
Clean Air Act, we have heard it with repeated 
intensity. It has always been wrong. Every 
time we have taken a sensible, reasoned, but 
strong step to protect the environment, we 
have actually increased the diversity of our 
economy, the breadth and width of it, and 
increased jobs and strengthened the long- 
term economic prospects of our country. 

That is a lesson the 
embrace now. We 


whole world has to 
can only sustain economic 
growth if we can improve the environment, 
if we can reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 
if we can build a balanced future together. 

So I hope that all of you, as you leave here 
on this Earth Day, will honor the great gifts 
God has given us, will honor our National 
Park employees and others who preserve our 
will 
honor these volunteers, but most of all, will 
promise yourselves to be the best possible 
citizen stewards of our resources. 

That is the ethic that inspired Americans 
to preserve Harpers Ferry, the landscape 
that President Jefferson said was worth a voy- 
age across the Atlantic. That is the ethic that 
will enable us to honor our responsibilities 
as Americans well into the 21st century. 

Thank you, and happy Earth Day. 


treasured resources with their careers, 


Note: The President spoke at 12:12 p.m. at the 
Point in Harpers Ferry National Historical Park 
In his remarks, he referred to Robert G. Stanton, 
Director, National Park Service; Mayor Walton 
(Kip) Stowell of Harpers Ferry; Pamela Underhill, 
Park Manager, Appalachian National Scenic Trail, 
and volunteer Sandi Marra, member, Potomac 
Appalachian Trail Club. 
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Proclamation 7086—National Park 
Week, 1998 
April 22, 1998 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Within our national parks, we find all the 
rich diversity and extraordinary beauty of 
America’s natural heritage. From the majes- 
tic Grand Tetons to the mysterious Ever- 
glades, our parks preserve for us the treas- 
ures of our magnificent country: the astonish- 
ing variety of plant and animal life, the tran- 
quility of forests and meadows, and the 
breathtaking grandeur of our great rivers, 
deserts, and mountains. Our national park 
sites also provide us with vital links to our 
heritage as a people and a Nation. They tell 
us the stories of the individuals, places, and 
events that have shaped the American char- 
acter. 

The Statue of Liberty National Monument 
and Ellis Island are tangible reminders of the 
more than 12 million immigrants who came 
to the United States through this small gate- 
way to a new world and a new life. For many 
Americans, this national park site tells a very 
personal story of family struggles and tri- 
umphs and of the courage it takes to seek 
freedom. 

Many African Americans took a different 
but equally brave route to freedom. Their 
story has been preserved for us by the Na- 
tional Park Service in the many historic sites 
marking the route of the Underground Rail- 
road. In homes, churches, and farms in com- 
munities throughout Ohio, Indiana, Pennsyl- 
vania, New York, and elsewhere, we can ex- 
perience the determination and indomitable 
spirit of African American men and women 
fleeing the bonds of slavery, and we can learn 
more about the many heroes like Harriet 
Tubman who helped them on their dan- 
gerous trek north to freedom. 

This summer, our Nation will celebrate the 
150th anniversary of the first Women’s 
Rights Convention in Seneca Falls, New 
York. That event will be commemorated at 
Women’s Rights National Historical Park, 
where we are reminded that the idea that 
men and women are created equal was once 
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considered radical. On this site, visionaries 
such as Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth Cady Stan- 
ton, and Frederick Douglass helped our Na- 
tion take an important first step toward legal, 
political, and educational rights for American 
women. 

At these and so many other historic places 
across our Nation, the National Park Service 
preserves and protects the American legacy, 
reminding us not only of who we are as a 
people, but also of how far we have traveled 
together on our great American journey. Our 
national parks are classrooms and labora- 
tories, windows on our past and doorways to 
our future. As we celebrate National Park 
Week, I commend all the talented and dedi- 
cated men and women of the National Park 
Service for telling the story of the people and 
places that have shaped our destiny and for 
preserving for our children the riches of our 
natural and cultural heritage. 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim April 20 through 
April 26, 1998, as National Park Week. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-second day of April, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-eight, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and twenty-second. 


William J. Clinton 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
6:45 a.m., April 23, 1998] 


NoTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on April 24. 


Statement on the House of 
Representatives Release of Tobacco 
puarong Documents 


April 22 22, 1998 


The House Commerce Committee today 
released thousands of tobacco industry docu- 


ments. I commend Chairman Bliley, Con- 
gressman Waxman, and the members of the 
Committee for helping to bring these docu- 
ments to light. 
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The release of these documents under- 
scores the urgency of enacting comprehen- 
sive, bipartisan tobacco legislation this year, 
which can stop 3 million children from smok- 
ing over the next 5 years and save one million 
lives. I am committed to working with legisla- 
tive leaders on both sides of the aisle, in both 
the House and the Senate, to enact a com- 
prehensive bill to stop young Americans from 
smoking before they start—a bill that raises 
the price of cigarettes, puts into place tough 
restrictions on advertising and access, im- 
poses penalties on the industry if it continues 
to sell cigarettes to children, and ensures that 
the FDA has authority to regulate tobacco 
products. Our Nation’s children are counting 
on us to put politics aside and work together 
in a bipartisan manner to get this job done. 


Statement on the Kaiser Family 
Foundation Report on the Patients’ 
Bill of Rights 

April 22, 1998 


Today the Kaiser Family Foundation re- 
leased a new report that confirms our long- 
standing belief that the cost of the Quality 
Commission’s patients’ bill of rights, which 
I have endorsed, is modest and well worth 
the protections it would provide. By affirm- 
ing the Congressional Budget Office’s (CBO) 
estimates, the Kaiser report convincingly re- 
buts the scare tactics that some have used 
to undermine bipartisan efforts in the Con- 
gress to pass a patients’ bill of rights this year. 

Many Americans today lack the protec- 
tions necessary to ensure high quality health 
care. They may not be able to see the special- 
ists they need or to get emergency care wher- 
ever and whenever a medical emergency 
arises. They may not be able to talk freely 
with doctors and nurses about all the medical 
options available—not only the cheapest. 
They may have no place to go to present 
grievances about their health care. The Qual- 
ity Commission’s patients’ bill of rights guar- 
antees Americans these and other common 
sense protections. 

The Kaiser report reaffirms recent esti- 
mates by the CBO that these protections 
would increase health insurance premiums 
less than one percent (less than $3 per family 
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per month). The improvement in the quality 
of health care that will result from these pro- 
tections is more than worth the very modest 
premium increases projected by both Kaiser 
and CBO. 

This report again shows the utter ground- 
lessness of claims that a patients’ bill of rights 
will significantly increase health care costs. 
With this new information, there is no excuse 
left for inaction. I therefore call on Congress 
again to send me legislation that gives Ameri- 
cans the health care protections they need 
and deserve. I look forward to werking with 
Members on both sides of the aisle to ensure 
that we pass a strong patients’ bill of rights 
this year. 


Statement on House Action on 
Campaign Finance Reform 
April 22, 1998 


I am very pleased that the House Repub- 
lican leadership will heed the call of congres- 
sional reformers and allow a vote on cam- 
paign finance reform. I strongly support the 
bipartisan legislation offered by Representa- 
tives Christopher Shays and M: urty Meehan, 
which is the best chance in a generation for 
real reform. Similar legislation already has 
the support of a majority of Senators, yet it 
has been blocked by a minority on procedural 
grounds. Now every Member of the House 
of Representatives has a responsibility to vote 
for this measure to ban large soft money con- 
tributions, and restrict 
backdoor campaign spending. A vote for bi- 
partisan campaign finance reform will be a 
vote to strengthen our democracy and give 
ordinary voters a stronger voice. 


improve disclosure, 


Memorandum on Citizen Service 
April 22, 1998 


Memorandum for the Heads of Executive 
Departments and Agencies 


Subject: Strengthening Our Commitment to 
Service 

Citizen service is one of the most impor- 
tant ways we demonstrate that we care for 
and are responsible for one another. It is also 


an American tradition that we meet our chal- 
lenges as members of a true community, with 
all of us working together. Thus, citizen serv- 
ice should not just be a temporary pursuit 
of only a week or a month. The ethic of serv- 
ice must extend throughout a lifetime. 

Over the years, great numbers of Federal 
employees have been generous with their 
time and talents and have made positive con- 
tributions to their local communities, even 
as they have fulfilled their official respon- 
sibilities. At the same time, as the Nation’s 
largest employer, the Federal Government 
has a responsibility to set an example by help- 
ing to make it possible for its employees to 
dedicate time to serve others. 

Therefore, I am today directing Federal 
departments and agencies to explore addi- 
tional measures to e xpand service opportuni- 
ties for Federal employees. Each department 
and agency should review its work scheduling 
practices and make maximum use of existing 
flexibilities to allow Federal employees to 
plan and take time off to perform community 
service as the public business permits. Each 
department and agency should also inform 
its employees of the various flexibilities avail- 
able to them to participate in volunteer ac- 
tivities. The Office of Personnel Manage- 
ment should provide information to depart- 
ments and agencies in support of this effort. 
Each department and agency should then re- 
port to the Office of Personnel Management 
within 90 days on the measures taken to im- 
plement this memorandum. 


William J. Clinton 


Remarks at the White House 
Millennium Lecture with Robert 
Pinsky, Robert Hass, and Rita Dove 
April 22, 1998 


[Moderator Ellen Lovell, Director, White 
House Millennium Council, welcomed the 
participants and introduced a short film 
about the Poet Laureate Consultant Program 
at the Library of Congress. Following the 


film, Hillary Clinton discussed the influence 


that poets and their works have had on Amer- 
ican culture and welcomed Poets Laureate 
Robert Pinsky, Robert Hass, and Rita Dove. 
Mr. Pinsky, Mr. Hass, and Ms. Dove then 
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read selected poems by various American 
poets and commented on the importance of 
poetry on America’s past and future. | 


The President. | don’t mean to be hereti- 
cal, but I was transported by Robert and 
Robert and Rita. And I was thinking, this 
really is an historic moment: first, there were 
the three tenors—{laughter|—then there 
were three sopranos, but nobody ever had 
three such poets before, and we thank them. 

A few years ago there was an interesting 
article in the Atlantic Monthly, which asked 
whether poetry could matter in the 21st cen- 
tury. I reread it a few moments before com- 
ing down tonight. You know, in this crazy 
world we're living in, everything’s running 
around so fast. If it could matter, how could 
we revive the human value of poetry, its im- 
portance to our culture, to our sense of who 
we are and who we are becoming as individ- 
uals and as a people? 

Well, tonight there is a poet who was not 
an American, but was very much of the 
Americas, and I think we would be remiss 
not to acknowledge. Here’s what Octavio Paz 
said about his craft: “Between what I see and 
what I say, between what I say and what I 
keep silent, between what I keep silent and 
what I dream, between what I dream and 
what I forget, poetry.” 

That is what we celebrate here tonight. 
Does it have any value? Of course, it does. 
It made us happy. It made us nostalgic. It 
made us sad. It made us wiser tonight. 

When I was a boy in high school, I was 
once required to memorize 100 lines from 
Macbeth—-hardly designed to entice me to 
a public career. [Laughter] But then again, 
I learned about the dangers of blind ambi- 
tions—|{laughter|—the fleeting nature of 
fame—(laughter|—the ultimate emptiness of 
power disconnected from higher purpose. 
Mr. Shakespeare made me a better Presi- 
dent. [Laughter] 

Something quite a lot to be said for all 
this, and I welcome you here tonight. To- 
night we have honored the poetry of our Na- 
tion’s past. Now Id like for you to see some 
of the poets of our future, people whom Hil- 
lary and our Poets Laureate visited with 
today at Johnson Junior High School. 
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[At this point, a video about the junior high 
school was shown. | 


The President. Now Id like to turn the 
discussion over to the Director of our White 
House Millennium Project, Ellen Lovell. 


[Ms. Lovell invited audience members and 
Internet participants to read their favorite 
poem selections and to ask the three poets 
questions. The President was then asked to 
make closing remarks. | 


The President. Let me say, first of all, I 
thought the people who were in the audience 
who read their poems were absolutely fabu- 
lous, and I'd like to thank you all. You were 
great. Thank you. 

Well, I'm supposed to end. I suppose the 
first thing I should say is that poets help me 
get over Macbeth. [Laughter] When I was 
about 21 and despairing, I came across those 
wonderful lines from Carl Sandburg, “A 
tough will counts; so does desire. So does 
a rich, soft, wanting. Without rich wanting, 
nothing arrives.” We want these children to 
have anbiion. We just want it to be well- 
connected. 

A lot of Presidents have wanted to be 
poets. [Laughter] George Washington actu- 
ally tried his hand at poetry, writing that 
“true happiness depends upon a quiet soul,” 
as I told our Poets Laureate on the way out. 
And John Quincy Adams actually wanted to 
be a poet; he wanted to do that, but he just 
couldn’t quite get there. [Laughter] So he 
settled for a lesser path. [Laughter] But still 
he composed verses all his life. Even when 
he was an old man in Congress, waiting to 
vote, he would write out little verses. He 
once wrote in the Congress, “We must seize 
the moments as they pass, and snatch the 
retrieveless sunbeam as it flies.” 

Lucky for you, I haven’t written any poetry 
in over 20 years. [Laughter] And the poems 
I wrote to Hillary so long ago, I would still 
be a little embarrassed to read today. [Laugh- 
ter] 

But I would like to close with a particularly 
American poem about love of country, sac- 
rifice, the conflict between mortality and the 
timeless value of a deed well done. It is Ralph 
Waldo Emerson’s “Concord Hymn,” written 
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to honor the completion of the Battle Monu- 
ment, commemorating the battles of Lexing- 
ton and Concord in the Revolutionary War. 


By the rude bridge that arched the 
flood, 

Their flag to April’s breeze unfurled, 

Here once the embattled farmers stood, 

And fired the shot heard round the 
world. 


The foe long since in silence slept; 

Alike the conqueror in silence sleeps; 

And Time the ruined bridge has swept 

Down the dark stream which seaward 
creeps. 


On this green bank, by this soft stream, 
We set to-day a votive stone; 

That memory may their deed redeem, 
When, like our sires, our sons are gone. 


Spirit, that made those heroes dare 

To die, and leave their children free, 

Bid Time and Nature gently spare 

The shaft we raise to them and thee. 


Thank you very much. 


NoTE: The lecture began at 7:30 p.m. in the East 
Room at the White House. 


Remarks on the Child Care Initiative 
and an Exchange With Reporters 


April 23, 1998 


The President. Thank you, ladies and 
gentlemen. Hillary and I are delighted to 
have all of you here. We thank Mr. Tobias 
for his work and the power of his example. 
I thank Secretary Shalala and Secretary Her- 
man for their extraordinary work, and Sec- 
retary Rubin, in his absence. And I note the 
presence here by SBA Director Aida Alvarez, 
and our OMB Director, Frank Raines, in the 
back. I thank the Members of Congress who 
are here: Representatives Lois Capps, Rosa 
DeLauro, Sheila Jackson Lee, Sandy Levin, 
Patsy Mink, Tim Roemer, Ellen Tauscher, 
Lynn Woolsey, and Steny Hoyer. 

There are many other Members of Con- 
gress who are supporting this child care ini- 
tiative—two who are not here; three that I 
think I should mention are Senators Dodd, 
Jeffords, and Kohl, along with Senator Spec- 
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ter, who have given real bipartisan leadership 
to the child care initiative in the Senate. 

Let me also say I’m delighted to see all 
the children here today. I like Take Our 
Daughters to Work Day. As Representative 
Capps pointed out, since her daughter works 
in the White House, she came to work with 
her daughter today instead of the other way 
around. [Laughter] But, for the rest of you, 
I like this day. 

When my daughter started preschool and 
she was asked what her father did, she said 
that he works at McDonald’s. [Laughter] So 
I decided I'd better take her to work with 
me, even though I realized it would result 
in a diminution of my status in her eyes. 
[Laughter] So then by the time she went to 
kindergarten, she had actually been to work 
with me, and they asked her what I did for 
a living, and she said, “Well, he drinks coffee, 
makes speeches, and talks on the telephone.” 
[Laughter] So I’m delighted that all the chil- 
dren are here. 

The idea of merging work and family is 
embodied in Take Our Daughters to Work 
Day. There’s also another important idea em- 
bodied in it, which is that we want our daugh- 
ters to believe, along with our sons, that they 
can aspire to do whatever it is they want to 
do, whatever they’re willing to do, whatever 
they're prepared to make the effort to do. 
Now, if you want that to be a reality, we have 
to make a commitment to give all of our chil- 
dren the best possible childhoods. That's 
really what all this is about. 

Last year Hillary and I sponsored two con- 
ferences that many of our administration 
people helped on and many of you partici- 
pated—one on child care and the other one 
on early childhood and the brain. Now, what 
they showed is what all of you already know 
but what is still not widely accepted by deci- 
sionmakers in our society. They showed, first 
of ali, that the early years are profoundly im- 
portant and that an even greater percentage 
of a child’s learning capacity and intellectual 
infrastructure is built up in those very early 
years. And they showed what we in the child 
care conference, what we've all been here 
to say today, that people are worried about 
whether they can find child care, whether 
they can afford it, and whether it will be good 


child care. 
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We've been very fortunate in our country 
in the and I know we're all 
grateful to have the best economy in a gen- 
eration and the lowest welfare rolls in 30 
years and the lowest crime rates in a genera- 
tion. But if we really want Americans to suc- 
ceed over the long run, we have to allow 
every family the opportunity to succeed at 
home and at work. It is the most fundamental 
decision we have to make. There is no more 
important job in a society than raising chil- 
dren well. Nothing even compares with 
In the end, if you fail at that job, all the other 
jobs will, by definition, fail. 

Therefore 


last few years, 


», there is virtually nothing worse 
you can do toa parent than to put a parent 
in the position of basically just being knotted 
up every day, worrying about whether he or 
she has fulfilled the re sponsibilities to the 
child. How can you be at work worrying 
about your kids, and if you have to leave work 
to take care of your kids, except in emergency 
situations or for appropriate events—there’s 
a sacrifice there. 

One of the reasons the business commu- 
nity is interested in this is that enlightened 


business leaders understand that, actually, if 


you permit people to do the right thing by 
their children, you wind up having a happier, 
more upbeat, more affirmative, more positive 
business environment, and ultimately the 
business enterprise will be more successful 
because the workers are 
home. 


also successful at 
That’s what this whole business is 
about: taking care of their children and not 
asking their parents to choose between being 
good parents and good workers. It all comes 
down to that. 

The private sector obviously can and 
should do more. We should have more com- 
panies that are willing to follow the example 
of these fine leaders who are here and who 
have been acknowledged. The Treasury 
working group that Secretary Rubin has le d 
has done a very important job i in participating 
in and presenting this report to me, and | 
am glad to receive it. 

I'm also releasing a report today that Sec- 
retary Herman has provided that highlights 
other family-friendly businesses, giving them 
sort of an honor roll status. I think it’s well- 
deserved, and I hope that the work the Labor 
Department will now do in serving as a clear- 
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inghouse for companies interested in child 
care and setting up mentoring programs be- 
tween businesses on child care will get more 
and more private sector folks involved. Sec- 
retary Shalala pointed out that in the welfare 
reform bill—the one we finally got—we 
fought like crazy to get $4 billion in child 
care for States. But, believe it or not, there’s 
still a lot of demand out there that’s not being 
met, in State after State after State. 

Hillary said before we came out of the 
Oval Office this morning that eve srybody talks 
about how important child care is, but if you 
look at higher education—and this may be 
hard for some of you to believe if you have 
staggering tuition bills, but still, nationwide, 
families directly pay only about 25 percent 
of the costs of their children’s move through 
college. 

No one questions that we have the best 
system of higher education in the world. No 
one questions that it’s not only been good 
to let our children live out their dreams, but 
it’s also been very, very good for the Amer- 
ican economy. By contrast, with child care, 
the average family —at an earlier age with a 
lower income, just getting st-rted out in the 
work force with young children—on the 
whole, pays over 60 percent of the cost out 
of pocket. 

So I would suggest to you that we basically 
have a choice to make here. I have put a 
proposal before Congress that deals with af- 
fordability, accessibility, the training of the 
workers, the quality of the child care. But 
the fundamental question is not so much 
over the specifics of our proposal, but wheth- 
er the N 
sibility to do more. And we have a fundamen- 
tal choice: Do you believe that the early years 
are as important as all the evidence says? Do 
you believe that we could hardly do anything 
better for America’s families than to relieve 
them of the burden of being terribly worried 
about their children while they're at work? 
In other words, do you believe that this 
should be an urgent priority for America? 

That is the decision every Member of Con- 
gress should make. And this year, we 
shouldn’t slide by it. Everybody should just 
stand up and say, yes or no—because the 
budget is going to be in balance. We have 
the money to make a major step forward. 


Nationz al Government he as a re spon- 
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Now, there’s a highway bill making its way 
through Congress, and I support a good high- 
way bill. I presented a good highway bill that 
would have significant increase in our infra- 
structure. But I hope that as Congress con- 
tinues to consider this and determine how 
much money should be put in it, they will 
remember some other things. We've got to 
build a lot of highways—or bridges, if you 
will—to the 2lst century. We have to have 
a road that will make Social Security strong 
in the 21st century. We have to have a road 
that will make our children’s environment 
better in the 21st century. We have to have 
a road that will guarantee universal high- 
quality, high-standards education in the 21st 
century. 

I think we have to have a road that will 
guarantee that people will not have to choose 
between being good parents and good chil- 
dren and that we will act on the overwhelm- 
ing weight of the evidence about the impor- 
tance of the earliest years in the child’s life. 

Now, there are choices to be made, and 
it is wrong to pretend that there are no 
choices here. We now have the opportunity, 
because of the good fortune that we enjoy 
as a people, because of the solvency of the 
budget, to take a major step forward in child 
care, to build that part of our national infra- 
structure. You look around at all these chil- 
dren today and at their parents beaming 
about them; I don’t really believe that any 
part of our infrastructure is more import: int 
than they are. 

Thank you very much. 


Tax Cuts 


Q. Mr. President, do you propose tax cuts 
for mothers who want to stay home? 

The President. I'm glad you didn’t stay 
home today, Sam [Sam Donaldson, ABC 
News]. [Laughter] 

Q. What do you think of the idea of tax 
cuts for a stay-at-home mom? 

The President. Well, we need to get into 
a negotiation. We need to get started talking 
seriously about what we're going to do. 

Q. Would you be open to it? 

The President. I'll be happy to talk to 
them, but we've got to—are we going to 
make a serious effort here? We need to have 
a discussion about it. 
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Q. So you are willing to negotiate, then? 

The President. I'm “willing to negotiate 
with anybody who wants to help people raise 
their children better so that people can suc- 
ceed at home and at work. It’s not an either- 
or deal. That’s why we had the $500 tax credit 
last time, children’s tax credit, because we 
wanted to help all parents. We’re not against 
helping all parents. But the question is, most 
parents are in the work force and we have 
to do something serious about it. We have 
to decide, are we going to do it, or not? 


Note: The President spoke at 10:20 a.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Treasury Department Working 
Group on Child Care member Randall L. Tobias, 
president, chairman, and chief executive officer, 
Eli Lilly and Co. He also referred to the Treasury 
working group’s report, “Investing in Child Care,” 
and the Department of Labor report “Meeting 
the Needs of Today’s Workforce: Child Care Best 
Practices.” The exchange portion of these remarks 
could not be verified because the tape was incom- 
plete. 


Statement on Senate Action on 
Education Legislation 
April 23, 1998 


I am disappointed that Republicans in the 
United States Senate have passed up a major 
opportunity to improve public education in 
this country. 

Instead of investing in modern schools for 
the 21st century, the Senate chose to provide 
tax incentives skewed to high-income tax- 


payers. Instead of helping make classes 
smaller and improving student learning, the 
Senate chose to eliminate accountability by 
prohibiting voluntary national tests. Instead 
of giving kids new learning opportunities 
after school to keep them out of trouble, the 
Senate chose to undermine the critical safe 
and drug-free schools initiative. Instead of 
working to strengthen public education, the 
Coverdell bill returns us to the days when 
Republicans waged a campaign to eliminate 
the Department of Education. 

As I have said before, if this bill reaches 
my desk, I will veto it, because it weakens 
our commitment to making America’s 
schools the best they can be in the 21st cen- 
tury. 
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Statement on Protecting the 
Northern Right Whale 
April 23, 1998 

Today I instructed the 
resentatives to the 


United States rep- 
International Maritime 
Organization to seek strong measures to pro- 
tect the northern right whale, f the 
world’s most endangered marine mammals. 

Like many other species of whale, the 
northern right whale was once hunted nearly 
to extinction. The 300 or so that survive 
spend much of the year in were off of Cape 
Cod and off the Georgia and Florida coasts. 
Biologists believe the greatest human threat 
they face today is collisions with large ships. 
We must address this threat so these magnifi- 
cent creatures can flourish once again. 

Under our proposal, which the IMO will 
address when it meets in July, commercial 
ships entering the whales’ calving and feed- 
ing grounds will be required to report by 
radio to the U.S. Coast Guard, which will 
relay back the latest information the 
whales’ locations and advice on avoiding col- 
lisions. We believe this reporting system is 
essential if we are to ensure the survival of 
these majestic creatures. 


one oO 


on 


Joint Statement on United States- 
Turkmenistan Relations 
, 1998 


April 23 


During their April 23, 1998 meeting in 
Washington, Presidents Clinton and Niyazov 
agreed to expand cooperation between the 
United States and the Republic of 
Turkmenistan to promote its development as 
a market democracy. The United States 
strongly supports Turkmenistan’s independ- 
ence, sovereignty and territorial integrity and 
respects its neutrality. Through govern- 
mental and private sector partnerships, the 
United States and Turkmenistan aim to 
strengthen political, economic, security, 
commercial and agricultural ties for the ben- 
efit of both countries. 

Presidents Clinton and Niyazov agreed on 
the importance of rapid development of Cas- 
pian energy resources and efficient export 
routes to world markets to promote regional 
development. U.S. companies are deeply en- 
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gaged in these activities and this engagement 
is growing. The two Presidents focused par- 
ticular attention on strengthening east-west 
routes in the Eurasian transport corridor. 
They expressed their support for practical 
steps to develop a trans-Caspian pipeline as 
part of a multiple pipeline network. Presi- 
dent Niyazov welcomed the support of the 
U.S. Trade and Development Agency to as- 
sess the feasibility of a trans-Caspian pipe- 
line. In this context, the Presidents favor 
early resolution of the Caspian delimitation 
dispute. They welcomed the recent positive 
developments in the Afghanistan peace proc- 
ess, which could create new commercial op- 
portunities and advance prospects for con- 
struction of a trans-Afghan pipeline. 

The United States and Turkmenistan seek 
to expand economic and commercial rela- 
tions, including greater trade and investment. 
The two nations will work toward completing 
a Bilateral Investment Treaty. Both Presi- 
dents welcomed the recent signing of 
Memorandum of Understanding between 
USAID and the Government of 
Turkmenistan on technical and professional 
assistance to the Turkmen energy sector, and 
of a Cooperation Agreement between the 
U.S. Export Import Bank and the Govern- 
ment of Turkmenistan. Extensive potential 
exists to deepen agricultural cooperation, 
building on the already active role of U.S. 
firms in Turkmenistan. The United States 
and Turkmenistan agreed to launch a bilat- 
eral dialogue on energy policy and commer- 
cial issues. 

Turkmenistan made significant 
progress toward economic stabilization. To 
sustain this progress, President Clinton en- 
couraged deeper structural reforms, includ- 
ing privatization, in close cooperation with 
the International Monetary Fund and the 
World Bank. Such steps will facilitate 
Turkmenistan’s integration into the global 
economy. The United States supports 
Turkmenistan’s accession to the World Trade 
Organization on commercial terms generally 
applied to newly acceding countries. 

Democratization, economic reform and 
observance of human rights are essential to 
Turkmenistan’s future. Rapid, concrete steps 
toward reform in these areas will dem- 
onstrate Turkmenistan’s intent to abide by 


has 
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international norms that will advance the 
prosperity of the Turkmen people. 
Turkmenistan is committed to strengthening 
the rule of law and political pluralism, includ- 
ing free and fair elections for parliament and 
the presidency in accordance with inter- 
national standards and the constitution of 
Turkmenistan, as planned for 1999 and 2002, 
respectively. Turkmenistan has invited the 
OSCE to open an office in Ashgabat, and 
the United States pledges its active support. 
President Clinton welcomed these steps to 
advance democracy and human rights. 

The United States recognizes the chal- 
lenges facing Turkmenistan in assuring its 
national security and respects its neutrality. 
The United States encourages 
Turkmenistan’s further integration into 
emerging European security structures, in- 
cluding NATO’s Partnership for Peace and 
the Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council. The 
Presidents support enhanced security co- 
operation, which will be explored in a bilat- 
eral security dialogue to be initiated this sum- 
mer. 

The two Presidents exchanged opinions on 
important international issues. They dis- 
cussed the serious threats posed by inter- 
national terrorism, narcotics trafficking, 
international crime and the proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction. They commit- 
ted their governments to explore ways to ex- 
pand cooperation in combating these threats 
to regional and global security. 


Norte: An original was not available for verifica- 
tion of the content of this joint statement. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Report on the 
Helsinki Joint Statement on Nuclear 
Forces Reduction 


April 23, 1998 


Dear 

As required by section 1229 of the Na- 

tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 

Year 1998 (Public Law 105-85), attached is 

a report on the Helsinki Joint Statement. 
Sincerely, 


William J. Clinton 
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NoTE: Identical letters were sent to Strom Thur- 
mond, chairman, and Carl Levin, ranking mem- 
ber, Senate Committee on Armed Services; and 
Floyd D. Spence, chairman, and Ike Skelton, 
ranking member, House Committee on National 
Security. 


Remarks at a Reception for 
Supporters of the Omnibus Budget 
Reconciliation Act of 1993 

April 23, 1998 


Thank you. Many of you have said to me 
tonight that this was like a reunion. I hope 
you have loved being here and enjoyed see- 
ing each other, but you couldn’t be nearly 
as happy to be here as Hillary and Al and 
I are to have you here. 

And I just want to say—there are a couple 
of other people I would like to mention. 
There are so many people in the administra- 
tion who were crucial to this, but I want to 
add my thanks to Mack McLarty and ac- 
knowledge Gene Sperling. I want to thank 
Larry Summers, our Deputy Treasury Sec- 
retary; and in absentia, I'd like to thank Laura 
Tyson, Bob Rubin, Leon Panetta, and our 
friend Lloyd Bentsen, who’s been a little 
under the weather, and I hope we will never 
forget him. 

I never will forget when he came down 
to Arkansas before I got sworn in, and in 
that sort of dour, Texas, patrician way of his, 
and said, “Now, if we don’t reduce the deficit 
by at least $500 billion, interest rates will not 
go down and the market will not go up.” 
[Laughter] And then they proceeded to tell 
me how hard it would be to do that, based 
on accepted scoring techniques. And then we 
proceeded to do what we all did. 

And I want to thank you because it was 
SO easy, there was no arm twisting involved. 
[Laughter] Not a deal made, it was all a high- 
flown sort of thing. [Laughter] I’m so in- 
debted to all of you. I would like to thank 
especially Bob Kerrey for never releasing the 
contents of our last telephone conversation. 
[Laughter] And I don’t know if he’s here to- 
night, but I invited him—Id like to say a 
special work of thanks, too, to Roger Altman, 
who ran our war room, which helped us to 
keep that non-pressure up. hom oat But 
it was a wondertul experience. 
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I, too, would like to personally thank 
George Mitchell, who has done a magnificent 
job in the Irish peace process; and Tom 
Foley for his work—[applause|—and I want 
to thank Speaker Foley, too, who is doing 
a great job in Japan. And I want to join what 
has already Se said about Senator Moy- 
nihan and Chairman Rostenkowski. In dif- 
ferent ways, they were both absolutely indis- 
pensable. 

You should take a lot of pride at this golden 
moment in America’s history, with the econ- 
omy up and our social problems down and 
the deficit going to zero. All of you know 
that it’s one of those rare moments, as the 
Vice President said, where you can lite rally 
say that this has happe ned because of the 
energy and spirit of the American people, but 
also because we passed an economic plan 
that liberated that energy and spirit. 

In every home where wages are rising and 
people now have jobs, in every town which 
was down and is now up, there are millions 
of people who are in your debt. And I did 
mostly just want you all to be in this room 
so I could say on their behalf, thank you, 
and God bless you for what you did. 

I want you to think a little bit about what 
this plan represented. One of the reasons I 
ran for President was it seemed to me that 
everyone knew that something bad was 
wrong, but no one was prepared to do what 
it took to change it; and that we had to re- 
place drift and deadlock with a real sense 
of momentum and purpose. 

In the process of passing this plan, you set 
a new direction for our country, forged a new 
identity for our party, and helped to revitalize 
and redefine the whole idea of progressive 
government for a new century and 
economy. 


new 
You know, we knew we had to bring defi- 
cits down, and they were enormous. But we 
also knew that we could do it, and we had 
to do it, and still invest in our future—in edu- 
cation, health care, in tax cuts for small 
businesses, and for 15 million of the hardest- 
pressed working people. Because you dou- 
bled that earned-income tax credit in that 
economic plan, which was a painful thing— 
it required us to do a lot of other things that 
were exceedingly difficult—you need to 


know, tonight when you go to bed, I want 
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you to think about this, there are 2.2 million 
children who are not in poverty because you 
did that. And you should be very proud of 
that. 

When you replaced trickle-down econom- 
ics with invest-and-grow economics and let 
this economy spring to life, you took a situa- 
tion where we had a deficit with $290 billion 
and brought it down before the bipartisan 
balanced budget plan, which I also supported 
and believed in. But before that plan saved 
one red cent, the deficit had already been 
brought down by more than 90 percent— 
93 percent, to be exact. The deficit used to 
have 11 zeros; now it will have no zeros. In 
fact, we're going to be in surplus. 

In 92 the unemployment rate was 7.5 per- 
cent; now it’s the lowest in 25 years. In "92 
new jobs were scarce; now there are 15 mil- 
lion more. investment has in- 
than any—at a rate higher 
than any time since the Kennedy administra- 
tion. From °81 to "92 real wages fell. Last 
year the average paycheck of the American 
worker rose 2.9 percent, the fastest growth 
in more than 20 years. 

Soon we will mark the longest peacetime 
expansion in our history. Merrill Lynch says 
there has been a better economy. 
Goldman Sachs says it’s the best economy 
America has ever had. And just as important, 
maybe, over the long run, when you took this 
vote and weathered the consequences, you 
began to restore the faith of the 
people in their Government. 

Americans are always given to a healthy 
distrust of government, and that’s good. 


Business 


creased, more 


never 


American 


lot of our Constitution is structured to pre- 
vent the abuse of power, and well it should 
be. But for too long, this skepticism risked 


running into a sort of corrosive cynicism. A 
tot of people had become convinced by the 
time I ran for President that the Government 
couldn’t organize a two-car parade—{laugh- 
ter|—and that everything we did that looked 
bold led to unintended consequences, most 
of which were bad 

Well, the 93 economic plan worked, and 
it worked for the reasons we said it would 
work. So in a way, with that law, you actually 
enacted a law of intended consequences in 
American public life and, therefore, you 
helped to lift the public’s appreciation for 
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what we could do through representative 
government. 

The vote you cast was probably among the 
most difficult ever cast by Members of the 
Congress of the United States in the history 
of our Republic. You had withering partisan 
criticism. I can only ask you to remember 
the people you helped, the families 
strengthened, the opportunity you created 

Let me just give you three examples 
Karen Shephard represented a district in the 
only State where I ran third in 1992. [Laugh- 
ter] But because she took the vote she did, 
those people, notwithstanding the fact that 
sometimes they stray in their political judg- 
ment—{laughter|—have an une mployment 
rate of 3.1 percent. Karan English, because 
of the courage you showed in 1993, Arizona 
has the fastest job growth in its history. And 
Marjorie Mezvinsky, because you laid down 
your seat, your county has the fastest job 
growth of any county in the entire 
Pennsylvania. Unemployment has dropped 
by 25 percent. And it gave me a great deal 


you 


of pleasure to he ave you sit with the First Lady 


at the State of the Union Address this year 
when I announced that. Because of the vote 
all of you cast, we would in fact, balance the 
budget years ahead of schedule. [Applause] 
Thank you. 

In “Profiles in Courage,” 
nedy wrote these words: “ 


President Ken- 
Democracy means 
much more than popular government and 
majority rule, much more than a system of 
political techniques to flatter or deceive pow- 
erful blocs of voters. A democracy that has 
no moment of individual conscience in a sea 
of popular rule is not worthy to bear that 
name. 

Karen, Karan, and Marjorie, to all the rest 
of you, every one of you has a story. And 
I only wish I could tell them all tonight. The 
103d Congress was chock-full of profiles in 
courage. And when you add them all up, by 
the narrowest of margins, repeatedly, they 
led to the first balanced budget in 30 years, 
and American economic renaissance, and a 
resurgent conviction on the part of our peo- 
ple that together we can solve our problems 
and seize our opportunities, and do great 
things; that our old-fashioned Government 
that Mr. Washington and his friends helped 
to start still works in this new-fangled age 


State of 


699 


if it has the right people willing to do the 
right things at the right time. 

It is altogether a monument to your deter- 
mination, your conscience, and overall, your 
love of your country. So on behalf of your 
country, again I say, thank you, and God bless 
you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 8:54 p.m. in the 
State Dining Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to former Chairman of the 
Council of Economic Advisers Laura D’Andrea 
Tyson; former Director of the Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget Leon E. Panetta; former Sec- 
retary of the Treasury Lloyd Bentsen; former 
Deputy Secretary of the Treasury Roger Altman; 
former Senator Ge -orge J. Mitchell, inde “pe -ndent 
chairman of the multiparty talks in Northern Ire- 
land; former Speaker of the House of Representa- 
Thomas S. Foley; and former chairman of 
the House Ways and Means Committee, Dan Ros- 
tenkowski 


tives, 


Remarks Announcing the 
Resignation of Counselor to the 
President and Special Envoy for the 
Americas Thomas F. McLarty and an 
Exchange With Reporters 

April 24 1998 


The President. Last week, at the Summit 
of the Americas in Santiago, I saw again the 
wre change in the very character of the 
relationships between the United States and 
our neighbors to the south and the start of 
a true partnership based on mutual respect, 
mutual trust, and mutual reward. 

Two quiet revolutions were the catalysts 
for this change. The first, of course, was the 
quiet revolution of democracy and open mar- 
kets in the Americas. The second quiet revo- 
lution was Mack McLarty, our Special Envoy 
to Latin America, who helped all of us to 
realize that the Americas must become a cor- 
nerstone of our prosperity and security for 
the 21st century. 

Mack has made over 40 trips to the Ameri- 
cas since he became my Special Envoy. He 
has earned the trust and re spect, the friend- 
ship and affection of leaders from the Carib- 
bean to Central America, from Canada to 
South America, who value his extraordinary 
combination of integrity and intellect, ability, 
and civility. He helped to change the way 
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we see Latin America, and just as important, 
he’s helped to change the way Latin America 
sees us. 

Earlier this week, Mack told me of his de- 
sire to leave this administration at the end 
of June to return to his private life, to spend 
more time with Donna Kay, and with their 
sons, Mark and Franklin. It has been a day 
I hoped would never come, so I accept his 
decision with regret, but eternal gratitude 

As most of you know, Mack and I have 
been good friends virtually all of our lives. 
We've taken a lot of ribbing about Miss 
Mary’s kindergarten, but she must have done 
something right. [Laughter] Hillary and I 
have been especially grateful to have Mack 
and Donna as friends for a long, long time, 
and especially in our lives these past 5 
years. Mack represents to me ev erything that 
is good and decent in public service—hon- 
esty and civility, fidelity and kindness aren’t 
just words to him, they’re a w ay of life. 

Just after I was elected President, I asked 
Mack to leave a long and varied and highly 
successful business career to be the White 
House Chief of Staff. It was a daunting task 
for people who were new to Washington. We 
had new ideas and new energy. We had all 
kinds of ideas about the new direction we 
wanted to take our country in, but we were 
also new to the strange and often arcane ways 
of this city. 

As Erskine Bowles has often said to me, 
from his own experience, it’s a whole lot 
harder to start up an enterprise than it is 
to take it over and tune it up. Mack was there 
at the beginning. And as Bob Rubin has said 
so often, and I know he would want me to 
say on his behalf today, it was Mack that es- 
tablished a culture in our White House and 
administration of teamwork and decency 
which has continued throughout the years, 
and has been responsible for much of the 
success that we have enjoyed. 

During Mack’s tenure, we launched poli- 
cies that helped to turn our country around, 
to bring our people together, to make our 
Government work again. Our party had been 
out of office for 12 years. Beginning with 
Mack’s steady hand as we chose our first 
Cabinet, he helped to put in place a dramatic 
change in direction for our Nation. He orga- 
nized our forces at the White House and was 
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a driving force on Capitol Hill toward the 
passage of our economic plan that has helped 
to bring such unparalleled prosperity. 

It sparked a boom in investment, cut the 
deficit over 90 percent before the Balanced 
Budget Act was passed, invested in education 
and health care, in the environment, in 
science, and space; cut taxes on small busi- 
nesses and 15 million people, and led to the 
creation of 15 million jobs. He helped to se- 
cure the passage of the Family and Medical 
Leave Act, which over 12 million Americans 
have used when a baby is born or someone 
in their family is sick. He set the stage for 
the crime bill, continued our work that we 
began in Arkansas on education reform, 
helped us to fight and win major victories 
to open markets in this hemisphere and 
around the world through NAFTA and 
GATT. 

After he became my counselor, I asked 
him to tackle complex and important mis- 
sions—from his work with the Vice President 
to make the 1996 Summer Olympics in At- 
lanta a success, to his efforts in the Gulf, to 
secure support for the Dayton Peace accord 
in Bosnia, to reaching out to the business 
community and other key constituencies, and 
to his truly historic service as Special Envoy 
to the Americas. 

He has pursued these many missions with 
grace and decency and good humor, earning 
the admiration and trust of a pretty disparate 
group of people, from Dick Gephardt to 
Trent Lott, from Tom Donohue at the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce to John Sweeney at 
the AFL-CIO, from Jesse Jackson to Ross 
Perot. Now, this does not surprise me, be- 
cause as long as I’ve known him, he’s always 
been well liked and well respected by every- 
body. And, frankly, I still resent it. [Laughter] 

Let me say to Mack and to Donna and 
to their fine sons, thank you for serving 
America. To his family, I thank them for 
lending Mack to me for a little while. For 
a long time now, we have been friends; now 
we know we are colleagues; now we know 
what it’s like to fight and lose and win again 
on behalf of the American people. It has 
been a wonderful experience. And again, I 
say that Mack McLarty is a genuinely patri- 
otic public servant in the greatest American 
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tradition. And as is my commitment, I prom- 
ised him that for once, he can have the last 
word. 

Mr. McLarty. 


[At this point, Mr. McLarty made brief re- 
marks, and a reporter asked him a question. | 


Q. What are you going to miss the most 
about the White House? 

Mr. McLarty. Muy poquito, muy poquito 
[Very little, very little]. [Laughter] Probably, 
Helen [Helen Thomas, United Press Inter- 
national], not having that energy, knowing 
that that first question is coming at a setting 
like this. [Laughter] 


Prime Minister of Russia 

Q. Mr. President, I take it you can work 
with the new Russian Prime Minister as you 
did with his predecessor. 

The President. Well, I’m looking forward 
to it. We have a high opinion of him based 
on our experiences with him, and the com- 
mission set up—we had with the Vice Presi- 
dent and the Russian Prime Ministe 
forward to continuing that. It’s helped us to 
resolve an enormous number of issues. I also 
very much hope that this will free the Duma 
up now to consider the START II Treaty, 
because if they will ratify it, then we can 
move on to START III and continue our ef- 
fort of dramatically reducing the 
threat. 

So this is, I think, a good news day for 
Russia and for the United States. I look for- 
ward to seeing President Yeltsin in Bir- 
mingham in about a month, and we'll have 
a chance to discuss these and other matters. 


nuclear 


Mr. McLarty’s Resignation and Latin 
America 


Q. Does Mr. McLarty’s leaving signify an 
erosion of U.S. interest in Latin rr 

The President. Oh, no, not at all. It is 
true that I don’t know anybody else aia 
could get me to go down there 3 times in 
12 months—{laughter|—but, I must say, 
every time I went I was more eager to return. 
And I think that through his efforts, as Sec- 
retary Albright said, the C Government and the 
principals and, maybe in a fundamental way, 
even the American people have altered their 
notions of what our relationships with Latin 


America are and what they should be and 
what they can become. And so we will con- 
tinue to even intensify our efforts. 

If you look at the agenda that we embraced 
at Santiago, which was, in no small measure, 
Mr. McLarty’ s work, it will require just to 
honor the commitments we have made a 
deepening effort in Latin America. It will re- 
quire us to do more than we have done in 
the past. 


Airlines Agreements 


Q. Mr. President, are you concerned about 
the impact on consumers of the agreements 
announced between the four major airlines, 
and will your administration look into pos. 
sible antitrust violations in those agreements? 

The President. Well, any decision like 
that, of course, is not one for the White 
House to be making. But I don’t think we’ve 
had enough time to analyze it to know wheth- 
er we have concerns or not, so I don’t believe 
it’s appropriate for me to make a comment 
yet because I don’t know enough about it 
to make a good one. 


Corporate Trends 


Q. Well, what about the trend in terms 
of the banks and so forth? I mean, the coun- 
try is moving in that direction-—is that good? 

The President. Well, if it’s being done to 
compete globally and there’s still adequate 
amount of competition so that consumers are 
protected in terms of price and quality, but 
American business becomes more globally 
competitive, then it’s a good thing. If it is 
a function of there being an awful lot of 
money around in the economy today and it’s 
just one of those periodic bursts of mergers 
which may or may not have a good effect 
on consumers and may or may not lend sta- 
bility to our economy, then it’s much more 
questionable. 

So I think that it requires a level of analysis 
about what is really going on here and why, 
that I simply haven't had either the oppor- 
tunity to do or to get advised on by my folks. 
So I think it’s something that should provoke 
a lot of comment and a lot of thought; experts 
around the country should be writing op-ed 
pieces for newspapers; people should be 
thinking through this, but—to help the 
American people understand it, because 
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we've always had a native suspicion of bigness 
of all kinds in America. It goes all the way 
back to our beginning. It started with big 
government, and it’s basically extended to all 
the large institutions in life. And Americans 
often feel that ordinary people don’t have 
enough control over their lives anyway. 

So I think that there is going to be this 
questioning atmosphere, but I would just say, 
we need to analyze each one of these on their 
own merits and ask the questions that I just 
put out. I’m pretty convinced that I just gave 
you the right questions to ask; I just haven't 
had a chance to analyze it and have experts 
talk to me about it and work it through. 


Congressman Dan Burton’s Remarks 


Q. Mr. Pre sident, many House Democrats 
want to censure Dan Burton for the vulgar 
remark he made about you. What do you 
think about that remark, and what do you 
think should happen to him? 

The President. Well, the House is obvi- 
ously the judge of its own affairs, and they 
should continue to be. And, therefore, it’s 
not appropriate for me to comment on it. 

Q. But surely as a human being 

The President. Well, as a human being, 
I learned that it’s inappropriate for the Presi- 
dent to let feelings—human feelings inter- 
fere with the job. 

Q. Sure it is. [Laughter] 

The President. We're going to have a— 
no, no, I’m saving all of that for Saturday 
night, Helen. [Laughter] 

Yes, but let me just say this. Go back to 
my inaugural, this last inaugural, and even 
before—when Dr. Schuller and others gave 
me that great passage from Isaiah. A Presi- 
dent cannot repair the breaches in a country, 
cannot unify a country, and cannot lift its vi- 
sion if he takes pe -rsonally personal assaults. 
You can’t do it. You just ‘have to blow it off 
and oe about something else. 

And, I mean, my advice, as I said—you 
asked me yesterday, I think, if I had anything 
to say to Mr. Burton, and I said, yes, i do— 
I hope he will vote the campaign finance re- 
form bill now that it’s finally going to be put 
on the floor of the Senate—of the House. 
And maybe we can get it on the floor of the 
Senate if we can pass it in the House. 
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So I think that’s the way we all ought to 
be. I can’t further the public interest of 
America by engaging in that kind of debate. 
I just want to lift it up. I think that we all 
ought to just—we’d do a lot better in this 
town if we had less personal focus and more 
public focus of all kinds. 


Thank you. 


Paula Jones at the White House 
Correspondents Dinner 


Q. Speaking of Saturday night, sir, are you 
looking forward to having dinner with Paula 
Jones in the same room? 

The President. You know, we practiced 
all kinds of answers to this question—[laugh- 
ter|—and most of them I think I'll have to 
give Saturday night. [Laughter] Thank you. 


Note. The President spoke at 11 a.m. in the Oval 
Office at the White House. In his remarks, he 
referred to Rev. Robert Schuller. 
available for verification of the 
remarks 


A tape was not 
content of these 


Remarks at a Democratic National 
Committee Luncheon 
April 24, 1998 


Thank you very much. Thank you, 
ernor, and thank you, ladies and gentlemen. 
I'm delighted to see you, and I've enjoyed 
our visit already today. I thank you for being 
here. Len and I were just joking over on the 
side when Roy was talking about how we 
would have to e xplain to the media when we 
characterize this as the Democratic Party’s 
“Ragtime’ weekend. [Laughter] And Len 
said, “Well, I always say it’s our 150th anni- 
versary celebration weekend.” But actually, 
for those of you who are familiar with “Rag- 
time,” it’s not a bad thing to be a kind of 
metaphor for the struggles of our party, the 
aspirations of our party, and the hope that 
we have for the future of America. And so 
I thank all the folks who are associated with 
the wonderful production for helping us to 
celebrate this weekend. 

Let me also say to you, Governor, I thank 
you for what you said about the Irish peace 
process and about the trips to Africa and to 
Latin America. Just before I came over here 


Gov- 
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I had a visit and got an update from the Brit- 
ish Prime Minister, Tony Blair, 
we are on that and what’s going on. In a way, 
those two trips and the efforts of the United 
States to help to broker the peace, or at least 


about where 


to create the conditions in which peace could 
occur in Northern Ireland, are 
phors for what I think our national mission 
should be now. 


also meta- 


For about 5'2 years, we have been work- 
ing to change the direction of the country 
so that when we enter the 21st century there 
really will be opportunity for everyone who 
is re sponsib le enough to work for it, and so 
that there really will be a country that is one 
American community across all the lines that 
divide will continue to 
lead the world—which as Roy said, is a small- 


us, and so that we 
er and smaller place—toward — and free- 
spirit of inter 

dependence that makes us stronger because 
we work 


dom and prosperity and ; 
with our friends, our neighbors, and 
people who share our values. 

And I’m very pleased with the results that 
we've had in the Last night 
I had the great honor of hosting at the White 
House the members of the Congress in 1993 


last 5'A years. 


who passed our economic plan—all members 
of our party—by one vote in each House 
including the Vice 
Senate. As he said, 
win. [Laughter] 
thing because, 


President’s vote in the 
whenever he votes, we 


And it remarkable 


as you know, some of 


was a 
those 
people gave up their seats in Congress be- 
cause they voted for that, because of the hor- 
rendous attacks to which they were subject 


and all the sort of distortions of their position. 
But it’s pretty hard to quarrel with the re- 
sults. Before we ever passed the Balanced 


Budget Act, which I strongly supported, the 
deficit had been reduced by 93 percent. And 
so I just want all of you to be proud of that 

I, just before I came over here, bid a fais 
mal to Mack McLarty, 
friend, my first Chief of Staff, my Envoy to 
the And I pointed out that in just 
the first year and a few months when he was 
our Chief of Staff, we passed the economic 
plan, the Family and Medical Leave bill, a 
sweeping expansion of the global trade net- 
work, and began this work in education to 
which Governor Romer referred. 


goodbye my old 


Americas. 
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So I want you to feel a part of this, and 
I want you to feel good about it. But I also 
want you to be resolute that our party's mis- 
sion is to get things done, not to score politi- 
cal points in Washington. We want to change 
the lives of people in America, not to rack 
up a few points on the rhetorical scoreboard 
that changes every day here anyway. 

And we have a big agenda. We're trying 
to pass a budget this year that is within the 
budget that preserves the balanced budget 
and saves any surplus until we decide how 
we're going to reform Social Security for the 
2 Ist century. We are trying to” pass a sel 


oe hes been de di in some rs these docu- 
ments coming out, “replacement smokers” — 
they're children—and to do it in a 
way—we don’t want to bankrupt the tobacco 
unlike the criticism that’s been 
leveled in the paid ads you've seen. We do 
not want to put them out of business. We 
just 


to me, 


“ts 
want them out of the business of selling 


And that is a critical dis- 
which I believe we have to 


tobacco to children. 
tinction there, 
hammer through until we succeed. 

I have a very aggressive education agenda, 
which has been embraced by the Democrats 
in the Congress and some Republicans, to 
modernize our schools, to have smaller class- 
es in the early grades, to continue until we 
connect all of our classrooms to the Internet, 
and to raise academic standards and to have 
voluntary national tests to measure whether 
children meeting those 
And we are in a pitched battle. 

Yesterday, 


our are standards. 
there was a vote in the Senate 
on a bill that would have ended our initiatives 
for charter schools, for a lot of our other edu- 
cation reforms, and would have cut off fund- 
ing for voluntary tests. It’s interesting—do 
you suppose the same people would vote for 
a bill that said, let’s continue to have football 
in America, but let’s stop keeping score? Or, 
let’s play this game, but let every community 
score however they want; soccer is a global 
but we’re going to have everybody 
keep score in different ways. I would submit 
to you that education is far more important 
than football or soccer, that there is an inter- 
national arena within which our children will 
live, by which they will be judged, and objec- 
tive standards which do matter in their lives. 


sport, 
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So I predict we're going to have a big debate 
about education in the closing months of this 
congressional session. I welcome but I 
need your support. 

We're trying to do things to help 
lies—the Medicare buy-in for people over 55 
who have lost their jobs and their health in- 
surance. The Congress Budget Office—not 
me—the Congress Budget Office Says we can 
allow that to be done 
burden on the Medicare system. 


fami- 


without putting any 
It will not 
impact our efforts to reform Medicare at all. 
The HMO bill of rights, the child care ini- 
tiatives that we talked about so much yester- 
day—we have all this evidence now that “age 
happe ns in a child’s first 3 years of life 
sO important to the child’s deve ‘lopme nt. 
More than half the parents of children in the 
first 3 y in the work force, 
and pe ople are panicked all over the country 
about not being able to afford quality child 
care. We have a proposal on the floor which 
can fund that sort of quality child care for 
millions more children within the 


years of life are 


balanced 


budget amendment. We need to pass it. 


We're finally going to get a vote on cam- 
paign finance reform in the House, thanks 
to that brave band, that small band of Repub- 
licans that joined with the House Democratic 
Caucus and forced a majority position on the 
Congress. I thank them for that. 

And we are a chance 
to pass for the 21st century the most impres- 
sive commitment to scientific and biomedical 
research in modern history, 
gift to the 21st century. 

That's a pretty big agenda. And I just want 
you to know a part of all this; 
your support makes this possible But | 
would like to ask you to urge all of our fellow 
Democrats to urge the 
sO many of these things we can 
do, and we'll still have plenty to argue about 
in November on the 


also going to have 


as a part of our 


that you’re 


Congress to act. 
There are 


election, but we're 
believe the of the 
Government is not to give 


Democrats; we purpose 
power but to do things that help people ad- 
vance their own lives. And that’s what we’re 
here trying to do, and we need to bear down 
and do it. That’s why the country is in good 
shape today, because we have put aside 
short-term considerations to lift up the long- 


term interests of the country. No one can 


us sinecures of 
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quarrel with the results. We just need to do 
more of it. And I’m going to do my best to 
make your support a catapult for getting 
those results. 

Thank you again, 


Thank you. 


and God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:35 p.m. in the 
ballroom at the Sheraton Carlton Hotel. In his 
remarks, he referred to Gov. Roy Romer of Colo- 
rado, general chair, and Leonard Barrack, national 
finance chair, Democratic National Committee. 


Remarks at the Award Ceremony for 
the National Teacher of the Ye 


April 24, 1998 


Ladies and gentlemen, I 
te ‘ning to Secretary Riley 
Robb, thinking about how ve ry 
been working together, prin- 
cipally on education—more than 15 years, 
the 3 of us, and I’ve noticed a few changes. 
For one thing, I was looking at Chuck’s re- 
marks, and as the years go by, 
our notes gets bigger. [Laughter] r} 
But I must say, their fidelity 
has never wavered. 


The President. 
was sitting here 
and Senator 


long we've 


the print on 


to the 
I continue to be aston- 
ished by Dick Riley’s energy and passion and 
devotion to education. We couldn’t have a 
better champion as Secretary of Education. 
And I am very grateful for a man with Sen- 
ator Robb’s raw courage, to have him in the 
Senate and on the side of our children. 

I'd also like to thank Congressman Tom 
Davis and Congressman Tom Petri for being 
here to honor their respective Teachers of 
the Year. Congressman Davis swears that he 
went to junior high school with our honoree’s 
wife, who is also a teacher. But the age dis- 
parity appears to be too great for that to be 
true. [Laughter] 

I’d also like to welcome Gordon Ambach, 
the Executive Director of the Council of 
Chief State School Officers; Mary Beth 
Blegen, the 1997 Teacher of the Year; and 
say a special word of appreciation to all the 
other Teachers of the Year who are here 
from all the States and the territories. 

You know, this is the Rose Garden, and 
from these steps we have, at various times, 
paid tribute to our bravest soldiers, our pio- 
neering astronauts, our greatest 


cause 


athletes. 
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Americans who, in offering up their personal 
best made our spirits soar, and sometimes 
changed the course of history, and in so 
doing, earned the title of “hero.” But nothing 
could be more fitting than to celebrate the 
men and women whose great deeds are too 
often unsung, but who, in offering up their 
personal best every day, help to create those 
other heroes. For every soldier, every astro- 
naut, every scientist, every athlete, every art- 
ist can thank in no small measure a teacher 
or more than one, for what he or she ulti- 
mately was able to become. 

celebrate heroes here 
today who build up our children and Ameri- 
ca’s future. We’re especially glad to honor 
this year’s National Teacher of the Year, Mr. 
Philip Bigler, but all the other teachers, too. 
I’m sure he would be the first to say—and 
I’m sure all of you would be the first to say 
that you really stand here in the shoes of tens 
of thousands of others who every day do their 
best to lift our children up. 


In that sense, we 


Your tools have changed over the years 
textbooks have been updated, slates have 
given way to computers. But the most impor- 
tant tools—the heart and soul and compas- 
sion—are still the same. The passion for 
opening young minds to knowledge; the 
unshakable faith in the potential and possibil- 
ity of every child; the commitment every now 
and then to stay after class to help a strug- 
gling student; the vigilance to answer every 
child’s discouraged “I can’t” with a deter- 
mined “Yes, you can.” 


Our national honoree, Philip Bigler, brings 
all these gifts to his history classes at, appro 
priately, Thomas Jefferson High School for 
Science and Technology 


y in Virginia. For 
more than 20 years, his students haven’t just 
studied history, they have lived it. He’s trans- 
formed his classroom into a virtual time ma- 
chine, challenging students to debate each 
other as members of rival ancient Greek city 
states, as lawyers before the Supreme Court, 
as Presidential candidates named Thomas 
Jefferson and John Adams. 

Through these historic simulations, his stu- 
dents have learned lessons about democracy 
and the meaning of citizenship, lessons that 
will last a lifetime—lessons we want every 
American to know. 
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We need more teachers like Philip Bigler 
and all our other honorees in every classroom 
in America today. ror it is they who can make 
our schools the best in the world. It is they 
who can guarantee that America will have 
another American Century in the 21st cen- 
tury. 

Of course, we have to help them, and here 
in Washington, as Senator Robb said, we’re 
doing our best to push an agenda for edu- 
cational excellence for all. Secretary Riley has 
labored for it every day since we've been 
here, to empower teachers and students and 
principals and parents, through national 
standards and accountability, through smaller 
classes and better classrooms and more hook- 
ups to the Internet, through more master 
teachers and more charter schools. 

For 4 years and more, the Congress and 
the President worked together in bipartisan 
fashion toward higher standards, greater ac- 
countability, and more opportunity. Indeed, 
in just the Balanced Budget Act last year, 
we had the biggest increase investment in 
public education in 35 years, and the biggest 
expansion of opportunity for our children to 
go on to college since the GI bill 50 years 
ago. 

As Senator Robb said, this week Congress 
did a little about-face. The Senate voted 
against the school construction program to 
modernize our against national 
standards, against reducing class sizes in the 
early grades. It voted to weaken the move- 


schools, 


ment to charter schools and our efforts to 
hook all our classrooms and libraries up to 
the Internet by the year 2000. 

Instead, they voted for a very small, as Sen- 
ator Robb said, tax incentive proposal that 
allegedly will help parents meet elementary 
and secondary school expenses. But the truth 
is, this bill, though it cost $1.6 billion, which 
is a lot of money in Federal assistance to edu- 
cation, would offer an average of $7 in tax 
relief for parents of the 90 percent of our 
children who are in public schools, and just 
$37 in tax relief on average for those with 
children in private schools. Upper income 
families would get a disproportionate share 
of the money. Families struggling to make 
ends meet wouldn’t get one red cent. Public 
education would be weakened by siphoning 
limited Federal resources away. Now, we can 
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do better than that. And I'd like to ask the 
teachers to help me prepare the right lesson 
plan to ensure that we do. 

House committee 


Earlier this month, a 


took in some more shocking 


step in our effort reward outstanding teach- 


Ways an even 


ers all across America by actually eliminating 
funding for the important work of the Na- 
Board for Professional Te 
Standards, which certifies the 


tional aching 
master teach- 
ers—something that one of our colleagues, 
Governor Jim Hunt from North Carolina, has 
devoted a major part of the last 10 years to 
working for. 

By defining the standards of excellence in 
teaching, the National Board he Ips to focus 
and upgrade teacher training, recognize out- 
standing teachers, keep our best teachers in 
the classroom, and help them help other 
teachers. National Board certification helps 
test 
toughest standards. 


our teachers themselves against the 
it would be a 
terrible mistake to end national support for 
the work of the board, 


with Congress to make sure that this provi- 


| believe 
and I’m going to work 


sion never reaches my desk. 

Every school in America ought to have at 
least one board certified teacher who can in- 
spire and help all his or her colleagues. Now 
is no time to walk away from our commit- 
ment to public education or to reject our 
common obligation to help our children— 
and to help you help our children. It’s no 
time for Congress to set a poor example for 
ignoring the evidence, the les- 
sons that are plainly there from all the edu- 
cational research that has been done in the 
last 15 years, since the issuance of the Nation 
at Risk report; from all the anecdotal 
dence they could pick up by talking to any 
one ol you who he ive be en honored by your 
fellow teachers and your States. 


This should not be 


students by 


evi- 


a partisan issue; it 
should not be an ideological issue. It ought 
to be, purely and simply, what can we do 
to help you do what is best for our children 
and their future. 

The most encouraging thing I 
about looking at all of you is, 
on and debate all this, you’re going back to 
your classes, back to our kids, and because 
of you they're going to do just fine while we 
argue about often the wrong things. [Laugh- 


Can Say 


while we go 
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ter] And I think that should be 
couraging to the American people. 
Now, I close with these words, so that we 
can give our honoree the last word. The great 
Daniel Webster once said, “ 


deeply en 


If we work upon 
marble, it will perish. If we work upon brass, 
time will efface it. If we rear temples, they 
will crumble into dust. But if we work upon 
immortal minds, we engrave on those tablets 
something that will brighten to all eternity.” 

Thank you, Philip Bigler, for brightening 
those minds to all eternity. 


[At this point, Mr made 


marks. | 


Bigler 


brief re- 


The President. | think we're supposed to 
Thank you. 


say, class dismissed. [Laughter] 


Note: The President spoke a 3 in the 
Rose Garden at the White House 
he referred to Mary Beth Blegen, 
Teacher of the Year 


22 p.m 
In his remarks, 
1996 National 


Proclamation 7087—Jewish Heritage 
Week, 1998 
April 24, 1998 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 

America’s first Jewish immigrants arrived 
on our shores from Europe more than 100 
years before the American Revolution. In 
subsequent decades, millions more Jewish 
men and women would follow, fleeing perse- 
and the horrors of the Hol- 
a new life 


cution, pogroms, 
of freedom and 
themselves and their chil- 
dren. While many came here in poverty, they 
brought with them the riches of their ancient 
Jewish heritage: 


ocaust, seeking 


opportunity for 


faith in God; a strong com- 


mitment to family and community; a tradi- 


tion of service to others: and a deep love of 
learning and the arts. 
Drawing on these many strengths, Jewish 


citizens have made extraordinary contribu- 
tions to every aspect of American life. Acute- 
ly conscious of the dangers of racism, preju- 
dice, and political oppression, American Jews 
have been strong and effective advocates in 
the cause of social justice. They have dedi- 


cated their energies, talents, and resources 
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to ensure that our Nation lives up to its 
promise of equality, making a lasting impact 
in the struggle for civil rights, labor reform, 
and women’s equality. The Jewish philan- 
thropic tradition, a back to ancient 
times, has flourished in America, bringing 
hope and help to aed: in need through nu- 
merous Jewish charitable organizations and 
activities. In public service and education, in 
science and medicine, in entertainment, law, 
the arts, and many other fields of endeavor, 
Jewish men and women strengthen our na- 
tional community and uphold the fundamen- 
tal American ideals of faith, 
compassion, and responsibility. 

Every spring, we set aside this special time 
to celebrate the many gifts that American 
Jews bring to our national life. This year, we 
also join with Jews around the world in cele- 
brating the 50th anniversary of the founding 
of the ‘mile “mn state of Israel. This milestone 
is a tribute to the strength and resilience of 
the Jewish spirit in the face of great adversity. 
Israel's achievements in the past 5 decades 
of challenge and conflict continue to inspire 
all Amesizens and teach us anew the power 
of the human spirit to build reality out of 
our dreams. 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim April 26 through 
May 3, 1998, as Jewish Heritage Week. I 
urge all Americans to observe this week with 
appropriate programs, ceremonie 
tivities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fourth day of April, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-eight, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and twenty-second. 


community, 


s, and ac- 


William J. Clinton 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., April 28, 1998] 


NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on April 29. 
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White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President's public 
schedule and other items of general interest an- 
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 





April 18 

In the afternoon, the President met with 
President Carlos Menem of Argentina at the 
Sheraton Hotel in Santiago, Chile. He then 
attended a working luncheon with Summit 
of the Americas leaders at the Camino Real 
Restaurant. Following the luncheon, the 
President attended summit sessions at the 
Sheraton Hotel. 

In the evening, the President met with 
President Fernando Cardoso of Brazil. Later 
in the evening, the President and Hillary 
Clinton attended a dinner with summit lead- 
ers and their spouses at Canon’s Courtyard 
at La Moneda Palace. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Hannah Diggs Atkins, Luke R. 
Corbett, Donald F. Ferrell, Robert M. John- 
son, Linda Petree Lambert, Gary Marras, 
and Richard E. Williams to the Board of Di- 
rectors of the Oklahoma City National Me- 
morial Trust. 


April 19 

In the morning, the President attended 
Summit of the Americas sessions at the Sher- 
aton Hotel. In the afternoon, the President 
and Hillary Clinton returned to Washington, 
DC, arriving the following morning. 


April 21 

In an afternoon ceremony in the Oval Of- 
fice, the President signed the Birth Defects 
Prevention Act of 1998. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Henry L. Solano to serve as Solici- 
tor at the Department of Labor. 


April 22 

In a morning ceremony in the Diplomatic 
Reception Room, the President presented 
the Harry M. Yount Ranger of the Year 
Award to Mike Anderson of Cape Hatteras 
National Seashore, NC. Following the cere- 
mony, the President traveled to Harpers 
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Ferry, WV, where he and the Vice President 
helped volunteers maintain a section of the 
Appalachian Trail in Harpers Ferry National 
Historic Park. He and the Vice 


then toured the John Brown Museum. 


President 


In the afternoon, the President returned 
to Washington, DC 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate George Williford Boyce Haley to 
be Ambassador to Gambia 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Katherine Hubay Peterson to be 
Ambassador to Lesotho 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate William D. Clarke to be 
sador to Eritrea. 


A mbas- 


The President announced his intention to 
nominate Laurence J. Cohen to 
General Counsel of the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board 

The White House announced that the 
President will travel to Dover, DE, on May 
g 


serve as 


April 23 

In the morning, the President met with 
Turk- 
menistan in the Oval Office. Following the 
the a working 
luncheon for President Niyazov in the Old 
Family Dining Room. 


President Saparmurat Niyazov of 


meeting President hosted 


The President announced his intention to 
nominate Nikki Rush Tinsley to serve as In- 
spector General at the Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency. 


April 24 

In the afternoon, the President attended 
a memorial service for Vivian Ercel Jones 
Williams, mother of his personal secretary, 
Betty Currie, at the Community United 
Methodist Church in Arlington, VA. 

The President announced the appoint- 
ment of J. Gary Burkhead to the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation Business Advisory 
Council. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Arkansas and ordered Federal aid to supple- 
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by severe storms, tornadoes, and 
flooding on April 16. 
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Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For- 
eign Service officers 


Submitted April 21 


Neal F. Lane, 

of Oklahoma, to be Director of the Office 
of Science and Technology Policy, vice John 
Howard Gibbons, resigned. 


Henry L. Solano, 
of Colorado, to be Solicitor for the Depart- 


ment of Labor, vice Thomas S. Williamson, 
Jr. 


Jonathan H. Spalter, 

of the District of Columbia, to be an Associ- 
ate Director of the U.S. Information Agency, 
vice Robert B. Fulton, resigned. 


Submitted April 22 


William Davis Clarke, 
of Maryland, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the State of Eritrea. 


George Williford Boyce Haley, 

of Maryland, to be Ambassador Extraor- 
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America to the Republic of The 
Gambia. 


Katherine Hubay Peterson, 
of California, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Counselor, to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and _ Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Kingdom of Lesotho. 


Laurence J. Cohen, 

of the District of Columbia, to be General 
Counsel of the National Labor Relations 
Board for a term of 4 years, vice Frederick 
L. Feinstein, resigned. 
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Withdrawn April 22 


John C. Truesdale, 

of Maryland, to be General Counsel of the 
National Labor Relations Board for a term 
of 4 years, vice Frederick L. Feinstein, re- 
signed, which was sent to the Senate on April 
2, 1998. 


Submitted April 23 


Robert A. Freedberg, 

of Pennsylvania, to be U.S. District Judge for 
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, vice 
Thomas N. O’Neill, Jr., retired. 


David R. Herndon, 

of Illinois, to be U.S. District Judge for the 
Southern District of Illinois, vice William L 
Beatty, retired. 


Nikki Rush Tinsley, 
of Maryland, to be Inspector General, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, vice John ¢ 


Martin, resigned. 
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Other White House Announcements 





Released April 17 ! 


Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy Na- 
tional Security Adviser Jim Steinberg and 
Deputy Press Secretary Barry Toiv on the 
President’s remarks to the Chilean National 
Congress 


Released April 18 

Transcript of a press briefing by Special 
Envoy to the Americas Thomas F. (Mack) 
McLarty and Secretary of Education Richard 
Riley on the Summit of the Americas in 
Santiago, Chile 


| This release was not received in time for inclu 
sion in the appropriate issue 
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Transcript of a press briefing by National Se- 
curity Adviser Samuel Berger on the Presi- 
dent’s bilateral meetings with Latin Amer- 
ican leaders 


Transcript of a press briefing by National Se- 
curity Adviser Samuel Berger on the second 
session of the Summit of the Americas 


Fact sheet: Education and the Santiago Sum- 
mit 


Fact sheet: Promoting Democracy, Justice, 
and Human Rights at the Santiago Summit 
Fact sheet: Advancing Our Common Secu- 
rity at the Santiago Summit 

Fact sheet: Eradication of Poverty and Dis- 
crimination at the Santiago Summit 


Released April 19 

Transcript of a press briefing by National Se- 
curity Adviser Samuel Berger, Special Envoy 
for the Thomas F. (Mack) 
McLarty, and U.S. Trade Representative 
Charlene Barshefsky on the Summit of the 
Americas 


Americas 


Fact sheet: Prosperity and Free Trade at the 
Santiago Summit 


Released April 21 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry 


Released April 23 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry and Special Assistant 
to the President for Domestic Policy Jennifer 
Klein on the child care initiative 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Demo- 
cratic Republic of the Congo 

Announcement of nomination for U.S. Dis- 
trict Judges for the Southern District of IIli- 
nois and the Eastern District of Pennsylvania 


Released April 24 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Operation 
Auburn Endeavor 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Confirma- 
tion of Sergey Kiriyenko as Russian Prime 
Minister 
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Acts Approved 
Dos Sao, Deastcan?t 
Dy ule & resicent 


Approved April 21 


S.419 / Public Law 105-168 
Birth Defects Prevention Act of 1998 


Approved April 24 


H.R. 1116 / Public Law 105-169 
Te prov ide for the conveyance of the rever- 
sionary interest of the United States in cer- 
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tain lands to the Clint Independent School 
District and the Fabens Independent School 
District 


H.R. 2843 / Public Law 105-170 
Aviation Medical Assistance Act of 1998 


H.R. 3226 / Public Law 105-171 


To authorize the Secretary of Agriculture to 
convey certain lands and improvements in 
the State of Virginia, and for other purposes 


S. 493 / Public Law 105-172 
Wireless Telephone Protection Act 
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